
 
   
 

 
 

THE STATE OF TEXAS  § 
 

COUNTY OF CAMERON  § 
 

BE IT REMEMBERED on the 25th day of February 2003, there was conducted a Special 
Public Meeting of the Honorable Commissioners' Court of Cameron County, Texas, at the 
Courthouse thereof, in the City of Brownsville, Texas, for the purpose of transacting any and all 
business that may lawfully be brought before the same. 
 
THE COURT MET AT:    PRESENT: 
 

3:00 P.M.     GILBERTO HINOJOSA_____        __                    
COUNTY JUDGE 

 
PEDRO “PETE” BENAVIDES____  _                  
COMMISSIONER PRECINCT NO. 1  

 
JOHN WOOD__________________  _ 
COMMISSIONER PRECINCT NO. 2 

 
DAVID A. GARZA______________   _  
COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 3 

 
EDNA TAMAYO_______________  __ 
COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 4 

 
JOE G. RIVERA            _____        ___ 
COUNTY CLERK 
 
Mary Robles                     Deputy Clerk  

 
ABSENT: 
                                                          ____                        

                                                                                                        
 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Judge Hinojosa at 3:02 P.M.  He then asked Reverend Bob Clark, Brownsville 

resident, for the invocation and he led the Court and the audience in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Court considered the following matters as posted and filed for Record in the Office of the County Clerk on 
 
 February 22, 2003, at 10:51 A.M., and Supplemental Agenda posted February 22, 2003, at 10:51 A.M.:  
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Judge Hinojosa expressed concern with proposed cuts being considered in the ongoing Legislative Session, and stated 

that the Court must be diligent in battling the needs of the County, as the affects could be devastating to the community.  He 

reported that the Senate Finance Committee held a hearing regarding the Texas Department of Health’s Budget, where cuts to 

health care were discussed, and that cuts to the Department of Human Services affected Programs funded through General 

Revenues, excluding Programs funded with Federal monies.  Judge Hinojosa added that these cuts resulted in elimination of the 

Indigent Health Care Program; there too, in losses to Cameron County of about $1 million and about 600 people lacking access to 

medical services.  He stated that enormous cuts were being considered to Medicaid, Medicare, Indigent Health Care, and the 

CHIPS Program, and explained that 80% of monies spent in Valley hospitals and possibly specialty care were funded through 

“Public Funds”.  Judge Hinojosa stated that a significant portion of middle class families would be affected by elimination of the 

CHIPS Program because many children would be left with no medical insurance.   He stated that the proposed cuts to Health Care 

Programs being considered to minimize the $10-$11 billion State deficit were “fundamentally and morally wrong”, noting that the 

County owed it to its constituents to fight this fight in Austin to prevent such cuts.  Judge Hinojosa stated that he did not know 

what State Leaders needed to do to find revenues for these programs, yet they needed to show some courage to fight the cuts to 

Health Care Programs, because they signified families, children, and Health Care.  He stated that the County must be prepared to 

go to Austin, as a team, to ensure that State Leaders were not allowed to cut these Programs that would affect our community, 

more than any other community, in a very big way. 

Commissioner Tamayo noted that the Court needed to be united in opposing these cuts, and suggested public involvement 

because power was present in unity and numbers.   

Commissioner Wood noted the need to be informed of ongoing issues to remind law makers of the County’s unique 

needs. 

Commissioner Garza stated that Members of the Court must have regular communication with those making decisions and 

have their presence available at all times in order to be heard on behalf of area children.  He stated that the CHIPS Program made a 

very significant impact to our most important resources through education, quality of life, and care in our area, as observed through 

his profession.  Commissioner Garza stated that it was totally inappropriate that a $10 billion deficit was not foreseen, and that 

when people in Austin could not predict such a deficit, after establishing the budget for many years, there was a problem, of which 

constituents must be aware.  He stated that significant disparities occurred when spending our tax dollars, one instance being the 

Austin District receiving about $880,000,000.00 in transportation funding above what was received by the Pharr District 

throughout the past ten (10) years.   Commissioner Garza stated that the County must be aware, must hold people accountable for 

such issues, and must insure that tax payers receive their share of what they pay to State and Federal Governments. 
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Judge Hinojosa explained that if someone did not worry about health care for low income people (children) in the 

wealthiest nation, then the matter could be viewed from an economics point.  He explained that the effects of the $15-20 million 

health cuts would affect our community’s economy through loss of funds and many jobs.  Judge Hinojosa stated that health care 

was not only a matter of treating people in need, but also a matter of local employment. 

Commissioner Wood stated that the health cuts could have devastating rippling effects on everyone. 

Mr. Dagoberto Barrera, County resident, stated that other formulas were available for young people to save for the future, 

through a conservative approach and education.   

 Commissioner Tamayo clarified that she had been in contact with hard working young people that were begging for jobs, 

holding two (2) jobs, and attending night school, for which we should be proud of. 

 Judge Hinojosa stated that our Republican President had proposed a $250 billion deficit Budget to Congress.  

SUPPLEMENTAL ACTION ITEMS 

(1)  CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF A 
RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE TRANSFERRING OF 
HEAD START PROGRAMS FROM THE U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES TO THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION 
 

Ms. Mari Sosa, President Parent Council of NINOS Inc., reported that the President had proposed that the Head Start 

Program be transferred to the U.S. Department of Education, and requested that the County support the efforts to oppose the 

change.  She stated that according to statistics, children who attended the Head Start Program pursued a higher education, had 

fewer problems with drug addiction, and succeeded in life, adding that the change could result in lack of funding to the Program.  

Ms. Sosa added that thanks to support from the Program, she returned to school and obtained a degree and helped her son succeed.  

NOTE:  COMMISSIONER BENAVIDES JOINED THE MEETING AT THIS TIME,  

Judge Hinojosa explained the President’s proposal to transfer the Head Start Program and its budget to the U.S. 

Department of Education, making it perhaps a block grant, for which States could apply and administer in a way that they saw fit, 

adding that more than likely, the States would transfer the funds to the school districts for implementation.  He stated that perhaps 

some States would administer the Program consistent with its original purpose, yet someone said “why fix something that ain’t 

broke,” adding that the Head Start Program was not only not broken, but was one of the most innovated, successful Federal 

Programs ever created with support from both Political Parties.  Judge Hinojosa stated that the only disadvantage of the program 

was that children entering regular school systems, upon leaving the Head Start Program, were more advanced and needed to wait 

for other students.   He briefed as to the many different services and benefits provided through the Head Start Programs, and noted 

the need to support the Programs and to oppose its transfer.  
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Commissioner Tamayo stated that our Public Schools had fine staff and coordination between the Head Start Program to 

allow the students a transition process.   

Commissioner Benavides shared his experience of reading Head Start students a book about different animals. 

At this time, Commissioner Garza stated that he held the Head Start Program in our communities in the highest respect. 

Commissioner Garza moved that the Resolution opposing the transfer of Head Start Programs, from the U.S. Department 

of Health and Human Services to the U.S. Department of Education, be adopted.    

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Tamayo and carried unanimously. 

The Resolution is as follows: 
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ACTION ITEMS 
 

(6)  IN THE MATTER REGARDING POSSIBLE 
ACTION TO AWARD LOW BID FOR LAGUNA 
HEIGHTS DRAINAGE PROJECT (TABLED) 
 

Mr. Orlando Cruz, Cruz-Hogan Consultants Inc., reported that five (5) bids were received February 10, 2003 

and that the low bid had been submitted by Jimmy Closner & Sons, in the amount of $989,270.00.  He stated that the 

funds available for the project were $848,000.00, after all expenses to the $1 million grant from the Empowerment Zone. 

  Mr. Cruz stated that the low bid and a cost to relocate gas lines would result in a shortfall of $206,270.00, and 

highlighted possible deletions of headwalls, inlets and consolidate manholes that would not affect drainage, under Option 

No. 1 to minimize the over budget by approximately $168,000.00.  He highlighted possible reductions of pipe sizes under 

Option No. 2, and explained that in reviewing this Option with the County Engineer, he advised that this would not be 

prudent.  Mr. Cruz highlighted Option No. 3 which proposed that the County conduct some patch work, after installation 

of pipes to decrease the shortfall by $22,200.00. 

Judge Hinojosa questioned whether the cost to hire Jimmy Closner & Sons included only installation of drainage 

pipes. 

Mr. Cruz responded in the affirmative, and explained that caliche base would be placed by them, and the County 

would be responsible for patch work to streets.  He explained that the project included running a collection system that 

would be installed towards the back of the subdivision, through a pipe system that would flow into the bay.  Mr. Cruz 

clarified that the same funding would be utilized, and that the County Engineer and the Planning Department 

recommended Options No. 1 and 3, resulting in a shortfall of about $30,000.00.   

 Judge Hinojosa requested that this Item be tabled for one (1) week to review the Options. 

Commissioner Tamayo questioned the safety issues and what work would not be done. 

Mr. Cruz explained that deeper ditches to be done for safety purpose in the southern part would remain, except 

not as deep. 

Commissioner Garza commented that additional funds were needed to install an Urban Drainage System, and 

moved that this Item be TABLED. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Benavides. 

 Judge Hinojosa stated that the County recently got the State to designate Laguna Heights as a “Colonia”, making 

it eligible for Proposition II Funding; therefore, would be submitted for the Proposition II Competitive Funds to 

accomplish the repaving, curb and gutter, as proposed for Cameron Park. 
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Upon motion duly made by Commissioner Garza, seconded by Commissioner Benavides and carried 

unanimously, this Item was TABLED.  

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 

 (7)  CONSIDERATION AND AUTHORIZATION TO 
PARTICIPATE FINANCIALLY IN PROVIDING 
MATCHING FUNDS TO THE CITY OF LOS INDIOS 
FOR AN EDA GRANT FOR IMPROVEMENTS AT 
THE FREE TRADE COMMERCE CENTER 
ADJACENT TO THE FREE TRADE BRIDGE AT 
LOS INDIOS. 

 
Judge Hinojosa explained that the Town of Los Indios applied for an EDA Grant, in the amount of $2 million, to pave 

roads servicing the area of Los Indios Free Bridge Trade Zone.  He added that the improvements were critical to development of 

the area for commerce and businesses, but the Town of Los Indios was unable to come up with matching funds.  Judge Hinojosa 

explained that City of Harlingen proposed to move forward on the project through a partnership of four (4) to provide 

approximately $116,000.00: them being Cameron County, the Cities of Harlingen and San Benito, and Tudor Uhlhorn.  He stated 

that the County’s portion would be up fronted by the City of Harlingen and repaid their share through bridge revenues.  Judge 

Hinojosa recommended authorizing participation in the project.  

Upon motion by Commissioner Garza, seconded by Commissioner Wood and carried unanimously, the financial 

participation in providing matching funds to the City of Los Indios for an EDA Grant for improvements at the Free Trade 

Commerce Center adjacent to the Free Trade Bridge at Los Indios was approved. 

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 

(9)  CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 
REGARDING THE ACQUISITION OF 
CONSULTING SERVICES AND OR 
REPRESENTATION OF CAMERON COUNTY 
DURING THE 78TH STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
 
 Judge Hinojosa - “We’ve given you a bunch of applications that were submitted to us by different Consulting-Lobbying 

Firms.  We’re proposing that we go in-house on this project; in-house being this: we think that this is going to require personal 

service by Cameron County.  There’s too many things going on over there that can affect Cameron County, and too many things 

not going on, that could positively affect Cameron County, unless we start getting them going on.  So, what we’re proposing 

is…I’m proposing to send Veronica there full time, from now, until the end of the Session. Veronica worked for a State 

Representative for quite a while; she also worked for Texas Southern University in Austin, helping handle the legislative 

programs, so she’s familiar with the ins-and-outs of what’s going on there.  And I’ve set out, in your proposal, how we would do 

that.   Essentially, we would monitor all Bills that could affect us.  We would help put together the Legislation that we want to 

promote, and have it filed through our respective members of our Legislature, that are a part of the Cameron County and Rio 
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Grande Valley Delegation.  We would follow that Legislation through monitoring Committee hearings on an on-going basis.   

Remi would wrap up Commissioners Court on Tuesday mornings, and then take off on the direct flight at 12:30, and come back on 

Thursdays, and he would be also involved with the Legislators, in trying to get together everything that is necessary to get filed. 

We would give you a weekly report of all the developments that are going on, and it would cost Cameron County the grand sum of 

about $7,500.00 from now, until the end of the Session, which is a good deal …” 

 Commissioner Tamayo - “As compared to $20,000.00 or $30,000.00...” 

 Commissioner Wood - “Well, I’ve looked at Ms. de La Fuente’s experience and background from working in Austin, and 

it’s quite impressive and I think, you know, also, too, we’ve gotten started late in the Session, and we need to hit the ground 

running, and we need to have someone who is focused only on our issues, and the issues that affect us, and I think this is the best 

alternative that we have right now.  And I think it’s not just the best, but it’s really a good way to handle it.” 

 Judge Hinojosa -  “And if we can make this thing work, I think this is the model that Cameron County should use from 

here on out, which is, have a County team; have a permanent presence or a bi-annual Legislative presence, during the Legislative 

Sessions.   Because, you know, what it’s all about is monitoring what’s going on, drafting the Legislation that you need, that you 

want to promote, going to the Legislators from your District, who you know are going to be able to push that Legislation, and 

attending the Hearings coordinating our testimony or the people who work in our departments, testimony on all that legislation, 

and making sure it gets through.  I don’t know that we need a lobbyist to help us do that, and I believe that we’ve got such 

experienced Legislators, that they’re our lobbyists.  They can handle our business, better than any lobbyist out there.  You know, 

with Representative Olivera, Representative Solis, Senator Lucio, and then the Hidalgo County Representatives, in addition to 

Representative, Rangel…  I mean, we’ve got a good team, that could lobby better for us than any $100,000.00 a year lobbyist out 

there.”  

 Commissioner Wood - “We also need to remember that during the interim, between Legislative Sessions, our people need 

to be at those Committee hearings, Committee meetings, because that’s where all these changes start appearing and all these 

studies are done, as to what they’re going to do to us next time they go into session, and we need to have our in-put.” 

 Commissioner Garza - “And we can fund this without any problem, right Mr. Legal Counsel?” 

 Judge Hinojosa - “The legal side of it.” 

 Mr. Doug Wright, Commissioners Court Chief Legal Counsel - “I don’t think there’s a problem; I provided to you the 

Statute that, and also an AG’s opinion.  The Statute itself is a little troubling, the AG’s opinion naturally goes through the fact that 

counties only have such powers as they’re specifically delegated, but then by the negative, this particular section says, that you can 

hire a lobbyist.   I don’t think this is the intent, but the problem with the way the Statute is constructed; it exempts out and says the 

Statute does not apply to elected or appointed public office holders or to full time employees of the political subdivision.  But 
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looking at the Legislative intent, obviously they’re not going to write something that prohibits an elected official or appointed 

official or full time employee from talking with their Legislator.” 

 Judge Hinojosa - “And that’s what we intend to do.” 

 Commissioner Garza - “Judge, that being the case, I would move that we go ahead and approve this, and I would like to 

give them my phone number so they could call me occasionally, you know.” 

 Commissioner Wood - “I think part of what we talked to them about was…” 

 Commissioner Garza - “I think we all need is to be kept… e-mail is great, you know, I think you need to use that avenue 

to keep us… I mean, you keep one informed, you keep everyone informed.” 

 Commissioner Wood - “and weekly, we have… I think in part of their work… scope of work, and at our meetings, they’ll 

be providing us with a written report, and also anything verbal.”    

Judge Hinojosa - “But I think he makes a good point.  That when developments occur, the moment they occur, we need to 

e-mail or fax our members of the Commissioners Court.” 

 Commissioner Tamayo - “What I wanted to add is that also, I think I can speak for the Court, that we’re ready to appear 

whenever needed, and I’ve been on a State Board and I know what effect that has on the Senate Committees, and so forth…” 

 Judge Hinojosa - “We need to move on, all right, there’s a motion…” 

Commissioner Tamayo - “Second.” 

Judge Hinojosa - “Second by Commissioner Tamayo, any further discussion?  All those in favor signify by stating Aye.” 

Commissioners: Benavides, Wood, Garza, and Wood - “Aye.” 

Judge Hinojosa - “Aye.  All opposed?   Motion carries.”  

The Report is as follows: 
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(10)  CONSIDERATION AND AUTHORIZATION TO 
ACCEPT ROAD NO. 745 (DUMP ROAD) INTO THE 
CAMERON COUNTY ROAD SYSTEM 
 

The suggestion was made that the road be named Compassion Road. 

Judge Hinojosa clarified that the road name could take place at another time. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Garza, seconded by Commissioner Tamayo and carried unanimously, Road No. 

745 (Dump Road) was accepted into the Cameron County Road System. 

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 

(11)  CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 
REGARDING CAMERON COUNTY’S CREDIT 
CARD USAGE AND POLICIES BY ALL 
DEPARTMENTS RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS USAGE 
 
 Commissioner Garza reported that he met with the Purchasing Agent, who provided him the information he needed to 

clarify the Policy. 

 Judge Hinojosa clarified that Policy was to submit all individual expenditures to the Auditor’s Office, and broken down 

for the Court, as well.  

Commissioner Tamayo stated that the process was being implemented correctly.  

Commissioner Garza moved that the discussion regarding Cameron County’s Credit Card Usage and Policies by all 

Departments responsible for its usage be acknowledged. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Tamayo and carried unanimously. 

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 

(12)  CONSIDERATION AND AUTHORIZATION TO 
ASSIGN A COUNTY VEHICLE TO JUSTICE OF 
PEACE PRECINCT NO. 5-1 WARRANT OFFICER 
TO BE USED TO EXECUTE HOT CHECK 
WARRANTS, COURT SUMMONS AND 
SUBPOENAS 
 
 Judge Hinojosa questioned if funding was available. 

 Constable Deputy Eloy Garcia, Warrant Officer, proposed utilizing an auto allowance, in the amount of $2,000.00, to 

fund this request. 

 Mr. Xavier Villarreal, Budget Officer explained that $1,200.00 from the auto allowances would be needed, but that he 

was unclear as to whether additional equipment was needed for the vehicle. 

 Judge Hinojosa questioned whether equipment was available to furnish the vehicle without additional expenses, and 

whether $1,200.00 would suffice for the remainder of the fiscal year. 

 Mr. Lee Lozano, Vehicle Maintenance Supervisor, responded in the affirmative.  
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Upon motion by Commissioner Garza, seconded by Commissioner Tamayo and carried unanimously, the assignment of a 

County Vehicle to Justice of Peace Precinct No. 5, Place No.1, Warrant Officer to be used to execute Hot Check Warrants, Court 

Summons, and Subpoenas was authorized.  

PRESENTATION 

(1)  IN THE MATTER REGARDING PRESENTATION 
BY DR. VICTOR M. GONZALEZ, MD, CAMERON 
COUNTY HEALTH AUTHORITY, REGARDING 
PHASE I SMALLPOX VACCINATION PLAN(NO 
ACTION TAKEN) 

 
 Dr. Victor M. Gonzalez, Jr., M.D., reported that there was a concern regarding chemical and biological war fare 

following the September 11, 2001, attacks and the anthrax threats.  He stated that the President issued warning signals advising of 

the need to be prepared, and affirmed that the U.S. Government was taking precautions for dealing with a Smallpox outbreak.  Dr. 

Gonzalez stated the disease had been eradicated in 1980 with successful worldwide vaccination, but was again a threat, and that 

once contracted, the fatality rate was 30%.  He highlighted the following Report concerning Smallpox: 
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NOTE:  JUDGE HINOJOSA STEPPED OUT AT THIS TIME.   

Dr. Gonzalez advised that anyone having direct exposure to the disease must get vaccinated, and stated that Phase I of the 

Smallpox Vaccination Program was launched on February l8, 2003.  He clarified that the vaccination was reinforced with each 

dosage. 

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 

(5)  CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF A 
RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING THE 
“MATRICULA CONSULAR” AS A FORM OF 
IDENTIFICATION 
 
 Mr. Juan Carlos Foncerrada Berumen, Consul of Mexico, presented the following basic information regarding 

the “”Matricular Consular”, and requested that the County acknowledge it as a valid form of identification:  
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NOTE: JUDGE HINOJOSA RETURNED AT THIS TIME. 

   Judge Hinojosa recommended that the Resolution acknowledging the “Matricula Consular” as a valid form of 

identification be adopted. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Tamayo, seconded by Commissioner Wood and carried unanimously, the 

Resolution acknowledging the “Matricula Consular” as a form of Identification was adopted. 

 The Resolution is as follows: 
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(8)  CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 
ON STATUS REPORT ON THE WEST RAIL 
PROJECT 
 

Mr. John Hudson, JWH & Associates, briefed as to the Public Involvement Phase taking place, for which a Public 

Hearing would be held May 1, 2003.  He stated that the public input, Environmental Assessment, and the Presidential Permit 

Application would be submitted to the U.S. Department of State.  

Mr. Tom Ellis, HNTV, presented the following six (6) alternatives routes: 

(1) Being a 6.2 mile alignment, costing $27.6 million, with no home relocations, yet two (2) future at grade crossings; 

(2) Being a 5.8 mile alignment, costing $19.6 million, no home relocations, adjacent to the Fish & Wildlife;  

(3) Being a 7.9 mile alignment, costing $38.5 million, 4,200 feet from the World Birding Center, 2 home relocations, 
over 100 homes within 1,000 feet of the rail, high cost crossings at Highway 281,and an at grade separation at Farm 
Road 1421; 

 
(4)       A.  Being 4.7 miles alignment, costing $28.3 million, minimum number of land owners affected, no         

              displacements, only two (2) residencies within 1,000 feet, high cost due to proximity to main reservoir and  
              crossing over Carmen Road, Highway 281, the Levy, and the River; and 

B. Being a 5.3 miles alignment $39.7 million, minimum of owners affected, no displacements, and two (2) 
residencies within 1,000 feet. 

 
(5) Being a 9.3 mile alignment, costing $27.3 million, no over pass needed on Carmen Road, at least 2,000 feet away       
     from the World Birding Center, longer travel time for trains from one switching yard to another, future need of an       
     over pass for FM 511 and FM 1732, would wrap around Rancho Viejo, 10 at-grade crossing would remain, no          
     displacements, 27 houses located within 1,000 feet of alignment. 
 

 Mr. Ellis stated that they would work with every land owner to minimize the impact resulting from the alignment. 

 At this time, it was informed that a meeting would be held March 3, 2003, at 5:00 P.M., at the Brownsville Network 

Center.  

Upon motion by Commissioner Benavides, seconded by Commissioner Tamayo and carried unanimously, the Status 

Report regarding the West Rail Relocation was acknowledged. 

The Report is as follows: 
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PRESENTATION 
(2)  PRESENTATION BY SCHLITTERBAHN BEACH 

WATER PARK ON ADDITIONAL ATTRACTION 
TO BE CONSTRUCTED AT THE SOUTH PADRE 
ISLAND WATER PARK  
 
 Ms. Christy McDonald, Schlitterbahn Waterpark Event Coordinator, requested authorization to borrow blown 

sand from Highway 100, to be returned to the County’s appointed location.         

 Commissioner Tamayo questioned who would be responsible for removing the sand, and requested that 

language to that effect be indicated in the Agreement. 

 Ms. McDonald responded that Schlitterbahn would be responsible, and that the responsibility would be specified 

in writing, noting that an Original Concession Agreement was already in place.  

 Mr. Doug Wright, Commissioners' Court Legal Counsel, clarified that the Original Concession Agreement 

served as “Master Document”, and that the letter would be an Addendum to the Original Contract. 

Commissioner Benavides asked if a certain type of sand was needed. 

Ms. McDonald stated that the blown sand would be used, after adding clay, water, and a finishing of 

biodegradable Elmer’s glue for sculpturing.  She stated that each sculpture would have a barrier around it for safety 

purposes. 

Mr. Javier Mendez, Parks Systems Department reported that Ms. McDonald met with the Advisory Board, 

whom agreed with the request, and that the General Land Office indicated that a permit was not necessary.  

 Ms. McDonald informed that the theme for the project was a “Tribute to the Works of Jules Verne,” and that 

they were seeking a partner to make the project an educational experience, as well.   

Upon motion by Commissioner Benavides, seconded by Commissioner Tamayo and carried unanimously, the 

Presentation by Ms. Christy McDonald, Schlitterbahn Waterpark Event Coordinator, concerning additional attractions to 

be constructed at the South Padre Island Water Park was acknowledged. 

The Report is as follows: 
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(3)  PRESENTATION BY MR. MICHEAL SWETNAM, 
CONSULTANT ADVISING THE INSURANCE 
COMMITTEE, REGARDING THE EMPLOYEE 
BENEFITS HEALTH PROGRAM 
 

Mr. Michael Swetnam, Consultant Service, stated that in April, 2001, increasing the deductibles for the PPO 

Plan and deductibles to the health benefits were recommended because of the performance of the Health Benefits Fund.   

He stated that the balance for October 1, 2001, there was a negative balance of $65,000.00 for the Health Benefits Fund; 

whereas, in October 1, 2002, the balance was $22, 000.00.  Mr. Swetnam stated that the projected cost for Insurance 

Benefits was of about $1.8 million, and that if the performance continued, a total of about $100,000.00 or $115,000.00 

could accumulate into the Fund Balance per month.  

Judge Hinojosa explained that when issues were present, the Court wanted to review option such as a fully 

funded program, which was not possible due to the status of the Health Benefits Fund.   He questioned if it was now 

appropriate to review options available since the Health Benefit Fund was projected to have a balance of $3 million 

towards the end of this fiscal year, because employees were unhappy with the current Health Insurance Plan.  

 Mr. Swetnam responded that a balance of about $2.2 million would be needed to change to a fully self funded, 

and recommended preparing specification to request competitive proposals. 

 Mr. Eddie Gonzales, County Treasurer informed that during the last meeting it was indicated that any plans must 

be formulated within March, in order for changes to take effect September 1, 2003. 

 Judge Hinojosa stated that the matter would be placed on the following agenda to commence the process. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Tamayo, seconded by Commissioner Benavides, and carried unanimously, the 

Presentation by Mr. Michael Swetnam, Consultant Services, advising the Insurance Committee regarding the Employee 

Benefit Health Program was acknowledged.  

ACTION ITEMS 
 

(13)  CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 
REGARDING BUDGET AMENDMENT REQUEST 
BY JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, PRECINCT NO. 6, TO 
CONVERT A FULL/PART TIME STATUS TO A 
FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE EFFECTIVE 
IMMEDIATELY 
 
 Mr. Ramon Ortiz, Justice of the Peace, Precinct No. 6, explained that a significant amount of work was backed 

up due to health issues of the previous Justice of the Peace.  He stated that in order to catch up and tend to normal work 

day activities additional staff was needed, noting that his office could generate sufficient revenue to cover related 

expense. 

 Commissioner Tamayo noted that the position was needed full time regardless, due to the increasing work load. 
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 Judge Hinojosa stated that Judge Ortiz and Bennie Ochoa agreed to assist the Justices of the Peace from Precinct 

No. 2 with arraignment; therefore, the staff was needed to process the paper work increment.  

 Judge Ortiz clarified that the part time position already included benefits. 

 Mr. Xavier Villarreal, Budget Officer, reported that the County Auditor related that he would certify the 

additional revenues needed for the full part time position for the remainder of the fiscal year.  

Commissioner Tamayo moved that the Budget Amendment request by Justice Of The Peace, Precinct No. 6, to 

convert a full/part time status to a full-time employee effective immediately, be approved. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wood and carried unanimously. 

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 

(4)  BUDGET AMENDMENTS AND/OR SALARY 
SCHEDULES 
 

Commissioner Benavides moved that the 2003-Budget Amendment No. 2003-13 and the Salary Schedules be 

approved.  

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Tamayo, and carried unanimously. 

The Budget Amendments and Salary Schedules are as follows: 
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(14) CONSIDERATION AND AUTHORIZATION FOR 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSIONERS’ COURT 
AND DESIGNATED STAFF MEMBERS TO 
TRAVEL TO AUSTIN, TEXAS, TO ATTEND HOUSE 
AND SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS, TO MEET 
WITH STATE AGENCIES OF LEGISLATIVE 
ISSUES AND/ OR TO MEET WITH 
REPRESENTATIVES OR STAFF MEMBERS ON 
LEGISLATIVE ISSUES 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Tamayo, seconded by Commissioner Wood and carried unanimously, the Members of the 

Commissioners’ Court and designated staff members were authorized to travel to Austin, Texas, to attend House and Senate 

Committee Meetings, to meet with State Agencies of Legislative issues and/ or to meet with Representatives or staff members on 

Legislative issues. 

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 

At this time, Mr. Manuel Hernandez, County resident, stated that people were being hired for jobs that were not being 

posted, even when the County was an Equal Opportunity Employer.  He expressed his concern with the County’s recruitment 

process, and suggested that all available jobs be posted.   

  Judge Hinojosa stated that it was common for Department Heads to know who they wanted to hire in advance, and that 

advertising available positions had associated cost and budgetary issues.  He suggested that available positions be posted at all 

County facilities, and noted that positions, such as the Chief Juvenile Probation Officer Position, would be advertised State wide.  

Judge Hinojosa recommended that an Item be placed on the Agenda regarding a County Policy requiring all Department Heads, 

inclusive of Appointed and Elected Officials, to advertise available positions for a two (2) week period at all County Annexes. 

 Mr. Hernandez stated that concerned citizens’ faith in political holders had been shattered; therefore, such Policies were 

needed to established confidence that “we are a democracy.” 

 Mr. Manuel Villarreal, Personnel/Safety Risk Director, informed that available positions were advertised through a 

process already in place upon being provided. 

Judge Hinojosa suggested that the Policy indicate that the Auditor’s Office must not place anyone on pay roll if the 

position was not posted. 

Mr. Villarreal requested that all applications be forwarded to his Office. 

Mr. Mike Forbes, Purchasing Agent, suggested that Employment Applications be made available on the internet. 
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CONSENT ITEMS 
 

ALL ITEMS UNDER THE CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS WERE HEARD COLLECTIVELY 
UNLESS OPPOSITION WAS PRESENTED, IN WHICH CASE THE CONTESTED ITEM 
WAS CONSIDERED, DISCUSSED, AND APPROPRIATE ACTION WAS TAKEN 
SEPARATELY. 

 
DISCUSSION CONCERNING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
ITEM NOS. 24, 25, 26: Commissioner Tamayo questioned if funding was available. 

Mr. Xavier Villareal, Budget Officer, clarified that Item No. 24 did not require funding, and that that 
Items No. 25 and No. 26 would be funded through the Construction Fund of the Dancy Building. 
 

ITEM NO. 18: Commissioner Wood questioned the actual cost to the County. 
Mr. Juan Bernal, County Engineer, clarified that the difference in cost was placed in the event that 
additional work hours were needed.  
 

ITEM NO. 15: Mr. Robert Almon, Assistant County Auditor, presented the following late claims: Warrant No. 
00091728, payable to the Cameron County Jury Fund, in the amount of $5,239.00, and Warrant No. 
00091731, payable to Andrea Phillips, in the amount of $8,250.00. 

  
 Mr. Eddie Gonzalez, County Treasurer, presented the following late claims: 

Warrant No. 00091729, payable to Immunization Action Plan, in the amount of $17,720.00, Warrant 
No. 00091730, payable to the Juvenile Programs Fund, in the amount of $25,000.00, Warrant No. 
00091732, payable to the Students-Parents Extended Education Program, in the amount of $8,985.00, 
Warrant No. 00091733, payable to TB Grants, in the amount of $10,000.00, and Warrant No. 
00091734, payable to the Victim of Crime Act, in the amount of $48,701.87. 

 
Commissioner Benavides moved that the following “Consent and Travel Items” be approved, inclusive of the late claims. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Tamayo and carried as follows: 
 
AYE:  Commissioners Benavides, Wood, Tamayo, and Judge Hinojosa, 

NAY:  None, 

ABSTAINE: Commissioner Garza as to Warrant No. 00091611 payable to the Medicine Shoppe. 

(15)  APPROVAL OF CLAIMS; 
  The Affidavit follows: 
 

(16) DISTRICT ATTORNEY CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CAMERON COUNTY DRUG 
ENFORCEMENT TASK FORCE AND CAMERON AND WILLACY COUNTY DISTRICT 
ATTORNEYS; 

  The Contract follows: 
   

(17) PROCLAMATION DECLARING MARCH 2-8, 2003 AS SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS 
WEEK IN CAMERON COUNTY; 

 The Proclamation follows: 
 

(18) INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF LOS INDIOS TO PROVIDE AND 
INSTALL TRAFFIC SIGNS AND DO PATCHING WORK AT CERTAIN LOCATION; 

 The Agreement follows: 
 
(19)  CONTRACT BETWEEN CAMERON COUNTY (HEALTH DEPARTMENT) AND ROBERT 

AUTREY, PHARMACIST; 
 The Contract follows: 
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(20) LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH DAVID GONZALEZ TO PROVIDE 
REPRESENTATION FOR THE INDIGENT DEFENDANTS OF THE CAMERON COUNTY 
COURT AT LAW, NO. 3; 

  The Agreement follows: 
 

(21) LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH RUBEN HERRERA TO PROVIDE 
REPRESENTATION FOR THE INDIGENT DEFENDANTS OF THE CAMERON COUNTY 
COURT AT LAW, NO. 2; 

 The Agreement follows: 
 
(22)  RESOLUTION HONORING MS. AIDA CUEVAS, MR. AMIGO 2002 FOR HER 

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO WORLD OF ENTERTAINMENT AND AS A GOOD 
WILL AMBASSADOR AND NAMING HER AN HONORARY CITIZEN OF CAMERON 
COUNTY; 

  The Resolution follows: 
 

(23) AMENDMENT TO SIGNATURE CARDS FOR THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS: 
A. CAMERON COUNTY JUDGE ROLANDO MUNIZ, PCT. 4; 
B. CAMERON COUNTY JUDGE RAMON RAY ORTIZ, PCT. 6; AND 
C. CAMERON COUNTY JUDGE DAN SANCHEZ, PCT. 7-2. 
The Resolutions follow: 

 
(24) APPOINTMENT OF BENITO ERRISURIZ, DEPUTY CONSTABLE FOR PCT. 1 IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE FINDING THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO APPOINT THE 
DEPUTY IN ORDER TO PROPERLY HANDLE THE BUSINESS OF THE CONSTABLE’S 
OFFICE THAT ORIGINATES IN THE CONSTABLE’S PRECINCT AND THAT THE 
APPOINTMENT IS VALID ONLY THROUGH THE END OF THE FISCAL YEAR IN 
WHICH THE APPOINTMENT IS MADE OR THE CURRENT TERM OF THE ELECTED 
CONSTABLE WHICH EVER ENDS SOONER; 

 
(25) AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR SELECTIVE DEMOLITION OF NON 

HISTORIC MATERIALS PURSUANT TO THE DANCY BUILDING RESTORATION; 
 

(26) AUTHORIZATION FOR ROBERTO RUIZ, DANCY BUILDING PROJECT ARCHITECT, 
TO NEGOTIATE A SUBCONTRACT FOR ACOUSTICAL SERVICES FOR THE ORIGINAL 
DISTRICT COURTROOM; 

 
(27) AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE RETAINAGE TO MS. EILEEN BARRY, FOR THE JOSE 

M. LOPEZ STATUE; 
 

(28) AUTHORIZATION TO ALLOW THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY-370TH 
TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (PLS) TO USE THE CAMERON COUNTY AIRPORT 
TARMAC FOR A DRIVING COURSE; 

 
(29) AUTHORIZATION TO ALLOW THE LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEY POLICE 

ACADEMY TO USE THE PORT ISABEL-CAMERON COUNTY AIRPORT FOR 
EMERGENCY DRIVING CLASS REQUIRED BY TCLEOSE AND TO CHARGE FIFTY 
DOLLARS ($50) PER DAY; 

 The Agreement follows: 
 

(30) OPENING OF THE FOLLOWING REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATION/PROPOSALS: 
A. BACKHOES (QTY. 2) - BID NO. 030112 
B. ROLLERS (QTY. 5) - BID NO. 030107 
C. ARMORED CAR SERVICES - BID NO.1180 
D. UNIFORMS RENTAL & CLEANING - BID NO. 1940 
E. FINANCING FOR EQUIPMENT - RFP NO. 1420 (AND APPROVAL OF 

EVALUATION COMMITTEE: XAVIER VILLARREAL, MIKE FORBES, MARK 
YATES, RICHARD SANTELLANA AND EDDIE GONZALEZ) 

F. ARCHEOLOGICAL SERVICES FOR BROWNE ROAD - RFQ NO. 030108 (AND 
APPROVAL OF EVALUATION COMMITTEE: XAVIER VILLARREAL, JAVIER 
MENDEZ, JUAN BERNAL AND MIKE FORBES. 



 
 Minutes\FEBRUARY 25, 2003\Page 20 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 TRAVEL ITEMS 
 
(31)  AUTHORIZATION TO TRAVEL/OR APPROVAL OF TRAVEL EXPENSE FOR THE FOLLOWING 

(PLEASE NOTE: TRAVEL REQUESTS ARE SUBJECT TO ALL APPLICABLE COUNTY 
POLICIES): 

 
A. Health Department Personnel/Safety Officer to attend the “Texas Association of Counties 

Seminar”, in Austin, Texas, April 1-4, 2003; 
 

B. Two (2) WIC Certification Specialist/Supervisors to attend “WICS Risk Code Training”, in 
 Austin, Texas, March 10-13, 2003; 

 
C. Personnel Director and Law Enforcement Safety Officer to attend the “County Management 

Institute 2003 Seminar”, in Austin, Texas, April 2-4, 2003; and 
 

D. County Extension Agent to assist with the “Hispanic Outreach: the Texas Experience 
Conference”, in South Padre Island, Texas, February 17-20, 2003.  

 
▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 
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   (15) APPROVAL OF CLAIMS. 
    The Affidavit is as follows: 
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(16) DISTRICT ATTORNEY CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CAMERON COUNTY DRUG 
ENFORCEMENT TASK FORCE AND CAMERON AND WILLACY COUNTY DISTRICT 
ATTORNEYS. 

  The Contract is as follows: 
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(17) PROCLAMATION DECLARING MARCH 2-8, 2003 AS SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS 
WEEK IN CAMERON COUNTY. 

 The Proclamation is as follows: 
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(18) INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF LOS INDIOS TO PROVIDE AND 
INSTALL TRAFFIC SIGNS AND DO PATCHING WORK AT CERTAIN LOCATION. 

 The Agreement is as follows: 
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(19)  CONTRACT BETWEEN CAMERON COUNTY (HEALTH DEPARTMENT) AND ROBERT 

AUTREY, PHARMACIST. 
 The Contract is as follows: 
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(20) LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH DAVID GONZALEZ TO PROVIDE 
REPRESENTATION FOR THE INDIGENT DEFENDANTS OF THE CAMERON COUNTY 
COURT AT LAW, NO. 3. 

  The Agreement is as follows: 
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(21) LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH RUBEN HERRERA TO PROVIDE 
REPRESENTATION FOR THE INDIGENT DEFENDANTS OF THE CAMERON COUNTY 
COURT AT LAW, NO. 2. 

 The Agreement is as follows: 
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(22)  RESOLUTION HONORING MS. AIDA CUEVAS, MR. AMIGO 2002 FOR HER 

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO WORLD OF ENTERTAINMENT AND AS A GOOD 
WILL AMBASSADOR AND NAMING HER AN HONORARY CITIZEN OF CAMERON 
COUNTY. 

  The Resolution is as follows: 
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(23) AMENDMENT TO SIGNATURE CARDS FOR THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS: 
A. CAMERON COUNTY JUDGE ROLANDO MUNIZ, PCT. 4; 
B. CAMERON COUNTY JUDGE RAMON RAY ORTIZ, PCT. 6; AND 
C. CAMERON COUNTY JUDGE DAN SANCHEZ, PCT. 7-2. 
The Resolutions are as follow: 
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(29) AUTHORIZATION TO ALLOW THE LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEY POLICE 
ACADEMY TO USE THE PORT ISABEL-CAMERON COUNTY AIRPORT FOR 
EMERGENCY DRIVING CLASS REQUIRED BY TCLEOSE AND TO CHARGE FIFTY 
DOLLARS ($50) PER DAY. 

 The Agreement is as follows: 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

(32)  EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

Upon motion by Commissioner Tamayo, seconded by Commissioner Wood and carried unanimously, the Court 

met in Executive Session at 5:56 P.M., to discuss the following matters: 

A.  Deliberation regarding Real Property concerning the possible Lease of Office Space in 
Harlingen, Texas, for the Cameron County Health Department; pursuant to Vernon Texas 
Code Annotated (V.T.C.A.) Government Code, Section 551.072; 

 
B. Deliberation regarding Real Property concerning the possible acquisition of a property for the 

new Cameron County Annex Building in Harlingen; pursuant to Vernon Texas Code 
Annotated (V.T.C.A.) Government Code, Section 551.072; and 

 
C. Confer with Commissioners Court Legal Counsel on waiver of penalties and interest on 

delinquent ad valorem taxes in which the duty of the attorney to the Government Body under 
the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas clearly 
conflicts with the Open Meetings Act; pursuant to Vernon Texas Code Annotated (V.T.C.A.) 
Government Code, Section 551.071 (2). 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Benavides, seconded by Commissioner Tamayo and carried unanimously, the 

Court reconvened in Regular Session at   6:35 P.M. 

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 

(33) ACTION RELATIVE TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

(a) Deliberation regarding Real Property concerning the possible Lease of Office Space in 
Harlingen, Texas, for the Cameron County Health Department.  

                 
Upon motion by Commissioner Wood, seconded by Commissioner Tamayo and carried unanimously, Legal 

Counsel was authorized to draft a Lease document for signature by the County Judge for the possible lease of Office 

Space in Harlingen, Texas, for the Cameron County Health Department. 

 ▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 

(b)  Deliberation regarding Real Property concerning the possible acquisition of a property 
for the New Cameron County Annex Building in Harlingen. 

 
Commissioner Wood moved that the Property Manager be authorized to draft an Earnest Money Contract for the 

possible acquisition of a property for the New Cameron County Annex Building in Harlingen. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Tamayo and carried unanimously. 

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 
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(c) Confer with Commissioners Court Legal Counsel on waiver of penalties and interest on 
delinquent Ad Valorem taxes in which the duty of the attorney to the Government Body 
under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct Of the State Bar of Texas 
clearly conflicts with the Open Meetings Act.   

 
Judge Hinojosa explained that the Court was concerned that due notice of taxes had not been provided, and that 

the Court could only consider waiving its interests and penalties from approximately $3,900.00, $1,600.00 being net 

payment.  He stated that Statute did not permit the County to waive interest or penalties for taxes delinquent beyond 180 

days, except for penalties or interest for 2002, that being, only $7.00.  Judge Hinojosa explained that all legal options had 

been reviewed, and that a copy of the Statute would be provided, adding that he would meet with her to discuss a possible 

payment plan with the Delinquent Tax Attorney. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Tamayo, seconded by Commissioner Wood and carried unanimously, the waiver 

of penalties and interest for any and all past due taxes that are allowed by State Law to waive was authorized. 

Mr. Jesse Garcia, Tax Office, advised that the residents contact the Appraisal District in San Benito to request 

that the account be set up individually.  

 
 

  



 
 Minutes\FEBRUARY 25, 2003\Page 33 

 
 

There being no further business to come before the Court, upon motion by Commissioner Benavides, seconded 

by Commissioner Tamayo and carried unanimously, the meeting was ADJOURNED at 6:45 P.M. 

 
 

APPROVED this 8th day of April 2003. 

 

 
 

       ______________________________________ 
GILBERTO HINOJOSA 

COUNTY JUDGE 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
JOE G. RIVERA 
COUNTY CLERK AND EX-OFFICIO CLERK 
OF THE COMMISSIONERS' COURT OF  
CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS. 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


