
 
 
 
  
THE STATE OF TEXAS  ' 
 
COUNTY OF CAMERON  ' 
 

BE IT REMEMBERED on the 15th  day of SEPTEMBER, 2001, there was conducted 
an Emergency Public Meeting of the Honorable Commissioners' Court of Cameron County, 
Texas, at the Courthouse thereof, in the City of Brownsville, Texas, for the purpose of 
transacting any and all business that may lawfully be brought before the same. 
 
THE COURT MET AT:    PRESENT: 
 

11:15 A.M.     GILBERTO HINOJOSA         
                        COUNTY JUDGE 
 

            
             COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 1 
 

CARLOS H. CASCOS, C.P.A.        
                COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 2 
 

DAVID A. GARZA          
                                      COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 3 
 

NATIVIDAD “TIVIE” VALENCIA        
COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 4 

 
Inelda Garcia                        Deputy Clerk 
COUNTY CLERK 

 
ABSENT: 
 
PEDRO “PETE” BENAVIDES  
 

 
 
 

The meeting was called to order by Judge Hinojosa at 11:15 A.M.  

The Court considered the following matters as posted and filed for Record in the Office of the County Clerk on 

September 15, 2001, at 9:09 A. M.: 

 

 

 



 

 
( 1) CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 

AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY EXPENDITURES 
RELATING TO THE COLLAPSE OF A SEGMENT 
OF THE QUEEN ISABELLA CAUSEWAY AND 
ISSUES RELATED THERETO; PURSUANT TO 
VERNON TEXAS CODE ANNOTATED 
GOVERNMENT CODE 551.045 (b)(2), WHICH 
ALLOWS FOR AN EMERGENCY MEETING DUE 
TO A REASONABLY UNFORESEEABLE 
SITUATION  
 

At this time, Judge Hinojosa reported the Queen Isabella Causeway had a 140' wide gap as a result of a barge 

that traveled off course and hit the Causeway.  He noted that Texas Department of Transportation (TxDot) had been at 

the site and confirmed that between seven (7) to eleven (11) vehicles had fallen into the water, near the area where the 

bridge collapsed.  He noted that they feared that one of the casualties was that of Fire Chief of Port Isabel, Robert Harris. 

Judge Hinojosa reported that TXDOT, as well as the Coast Guard, were being responsible for the costs 

associated, and were bringing a ferry from Port Aransas, Texas, to transport the vehicles, and should arrive at the Island 

within the next twelve (12) hours, with the docking site to be determined.  He reported that TXDOT believed that a 160 

foot temporary bridge could be placed, assuming no further damages occurred.  He noted that the barge hit one of the 

columns that held the Causeway, and destroyed the bottom of another column, and that the divers feared that the column 

would collapse as well, so they had not gone into the water.  He added that TXDOT was trying to reinforce the column to 

prevent collapsing, in order to send divers for rescue efforts.  Judge Hinojosa noted that the County would probably not 

need to make emergency expenditures, but requested authority should the need occur.  He explained that TXDOT, the 

Coast Guard, Emergency Management Services, Texas Department of Highway, and the law enforcement agencies 

available were assisting with the rescue operations, and that the expenditures were being handled by TXDOT. 

At this time, Ms. Sidney Lassiegne, Port of Brownsville, questioned where the docking would be established for 

the ferry, and Judge Hinojosa reported that the Island site was yet to be determined, and that the main land site would be 

at the Abanana docks@.   

Judge Hinojosa explained that the Red Cross Station would be established at the Island Convention Center, and 

added that a phone line had been extended to restore phone services. 

Commissioner Garza noted that everyone at the site had been working very hard and very efficiently. 

Commissioner Cascos moved that the County Judge be authorized to expend up to, but not to exceed $25,000.00 

for emergencies that TXDOT was not able to cover. 

Commissioner Garza noted that what was known was that the road was not a County road, rather a State 

Highway and that the Causeway was owned by TXDOT. 
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NOTE: Commissioner Valencia joined the meeting at this time. 

Commissioner Valencia questioned whether the cities in the area would be involved with the Causeway 

operations, and that the County should be involved, adding that $25,000.00 would probably not be sufficient.  

Judge Hinojosa responded that he did not know, but added that the Law Enforcement Agencies from throughout 

were assisting in the traffic controls.  

Mr. Francisco Sifuentes, Brownsville resident, expressed his concerns for the people stranded and that needed 

transportation to and from the Island, especially the workers. 

Judge Hinojosa noted that the temporary bridge should be installed very soon, but it would not resolve the 

economic impact on the Town of South Padre Island, until the bridge was replaced and normal traffic resumed. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Garza and carried unanimously. 

At this time, Commissioner Cascos announced that Ms. Alice Wilson, City of Brownsville Commissioner, had 

passed away the evening before. 
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There being no further business to come before the Court, upon motion by Commissioner Cascos, seconded by 

Commissioner Garza and carried unanimously, the meeting was ADJOURNED at 11:40 A. M. 

                  

APPROVED this 30th day of October, 2001.  

 

              
 
 
 
 
 
                                                        
                                                                     
                                

GILBERTO HINOJOSA 
      COUNTY JUDGE 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
                                                                                            
JOE G. RIVERA 
COUNTY CLERK AND EX-OFFICIO CLERK 
OF THE COMMISSIONERS' COURT OF  
CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS. 
 
 

 


