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THE STATE OF TEXAS  § 
 
COUNTY OF CAMERON  § 
 

BE IT REMEMBERED on the 28th  day of AUGUST, 2001, there was conducted a 
Regular Public Meeting of the Honorable Commissioners' Court of Cameron County, Texas, 
at the Courthouse thereof, in the City of Brownsville, Texas, for the purpose of transacting any 
and all business that may lawfully be brought before the same. 
 
THE COURT MET AT:    PRESENT: 
 

5:30 P.M.     GILBERTO HINOJOSA         
                        COUNTY JUDGE 
 

PEDRO “PETE” BENAVIDES        
             COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 1 
 

CARLOS H. CASCOS, C.P.A.        
                COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 2 
 

DAVID A. GARZA          
                                      COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 3 
 

NATIVIDAD “TIVIE” VALENCIA        
COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT NO. 4 

 
Mary Robles                              Deputy Clerk 
COUNTY CLERK 

 
ABSENT: 

 
            

           
 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Judge Hinojosa, at 6:08 P.M.  He then asked Mr. Bob Clark, Brownsville 

resident, for the invocation and Commissioner Cascos to lead the Court and the audience in reciting the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

The Court considered the following matters as posted and filed for Record in the Office of the County Clerk on 

August 24, 2001, at 12:38 P. M.: 
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At this time, Mr. Dagoberto Barrera, Brownsville resident, expressed his support concerning Judge Hinojosa’s 

remarks quoted in the newspaper on the matter of keeping the tax rates low. 

 
PRESENTATION ITEMS 

 
( 1 )  UPDATE FROM COMMITTEE REGARDING 

DEPOSITORY CONTRACT (S) TO REGISTRY 
FUNDS 

  
Mr. Doug Wright, Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel, stated that the committee consisting of Mr. Mark 

Yates, County Auditor, Mr. Eddie Gonzalez, County Treasurer, Judge Janette Leal, County Court at Law No. 1, and 

Judge Benjamin Euresti Jr., District Court 107th, had met twice and that the recommendations had been made.  He added 

that the Request for Proposal (RFP) was being kept opened to allow as many banks as possible to qualify for the Registry 

Fund position and that it would be presented to the Court the following week. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Garza, seconded by Commissioner Valencia and carried unanimously, the 

presentation from the Committee regarding the Depository Contract (s) for the Registry Funds, was acknowledged. 

 
 

( 2 ) REPORT STATUS OF JOB CLASSIFICATION  AND 
COMPENSATION STUDY 
 

Ms. Grace Salinas, Executive Assistance, reported that 1300 questionnaires had been received and that Phase II, 

that being the evaluation process, would follow with the Evaluation Committee select a classification model and a salary 

structure.  She noted that a Project Team would be selected to assist in the evaluation process, consisting of the Personnel 

Director and Department Heads or Supervisors, to obtain feedback relating to the positions.  She stated that the bench 

mark analysis would be conducted, adding that after the salary structure was established an appeal process would be 

developed.  She noted that the study would be completed by November or December for implementation and the 

recommended adjustments for mid-fiscal year.  Ms. Salinas stated a salary survey was being conducted of the new 

positions requested to assist in the consideration of the salary and job positions in the decision making process.  She 

noted that the City of Brownsville had budget over two millions dollars for salary adjustments for 631 employees, and 

that the County had twice as many employees.   She informed the Court that no funds had been allocated for the project 

and that a total of $883.00 had been expended to date, adding that a salary survey was available on-line to compare the 

salaries to other Counties.  
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Commissioner Cascos noted the time and effort in conducting the study and questioned if any changes would be 

implemented during the mid-year. 

Ms. Salinas recommended to set aside monies for Fiscal Year 2002 and to consider the increases in phases, 

noting that the study would reflect that some salaries were in compliance. 

Mr. Remi Garza, Administrative Assistant, suggested that the Court could possibly set aside lapse salaries to 

prepare for next October. 

Judge Hinojosa stated that he would recommend that the salaries of Jail Detention Officers be equalized with the 

Juvenile Child Care Workers and reviewed other salaries that had been equalized, noting that not enough information was 

available to set aside budget amounts until the study was completed. 

Mr. Manuel Villarreal, Personnel Director, explained that the main concern expressed by the employees was 

whether the results of the study would be implemented. 

Ms. Salinas recommended that the positions be categorized according to the criteria established, such as to their 

seniority, experience, skills competency and qualifications.  She informed the Court that the living wages had been raised 

by the City of Brownsville and Travis County utilizing federal standards. 

Commissioner Cascos moved that the Status Report of Job Classification and Compensation Study, be 

acknowledged. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Valencia and carried unanimously. 

 
( 3 ) DISCUSSION REGARDING STATUS OF THE 

COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION OF 
“ROBERTS RULE OF ORDERS” TO CONDUCT 
ALL FUTURE MEETINGS OF COMMISSIONERS’ 
COURT 
 

Mr. Jarred Hockema, County Judge’s Office, stated that the Committee’s Report was not ready and would not be 

completed due to the Commissioners’ Court Counsels belief that their recommendations would conflict because of their 

position.  He noted that “Robert’s Rules of Orders” was not the best book to be adopted, adding that a ready made rule 

book would be restrictive and perhaps conflict with the efficiency of the Court.  He noted that the “Roberts Rules of 

Orders” was not credited by parliamentarians and was written by a person with no knowledge of parliamentary 

procedures, to conduct church meetings.  Mr. Hockema pointed out the portions that could apply; such as how to consider 

motions and how to determine votes, and added that the Court should be free to do that interpretation. 

Commissioner Cascos requested that consistent motion making procedures be established, and not change on a 

vote by vote basis. 
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Judge Hinojosa clarified that the “Robert’s Rules of Order” did not assist in the operating procedure of the 

Commissioners’ Court because the Commissioners established the rules in compliance with State Law.  He noted that the 

issue was regarding how the Commissioners conducted themselves in the meetings and that with respect to 

Commissioners’ Court history, if disagreement existed in the procedures, then it was changed.  

Mr. Hockema noted that the “Roberts Rules” did not clarify the matter of “abstentions”. 

  Commissioner Cascos noted that there were no consistent procedures followed, and cited the matter of 

Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel reference, to “under Roberts Rule of Order” certain action had taken place.  He 

added that the established procedures did not have to be “Robert’s Rules”, as long as a procedure was established that 

was consistent. 

Judge Hinojosa stated that there was a “gentlemanly” procedure to handle disagreement of votes and that rather 

than voting “nay” on an issue, it was voted as an “abstention”.  He added that members of the Court also abstained when 

a conflict existed.  He explained that the chair interpreted the vote, adding that Commissioners could overrule the 

interpretation. 

Mr. Frank Martinez, District Attorney, stated that an opinion was requested from their Office on said issue, and 

that based on an AG’s opinion and their findings, it was recommended that the Commissioners’ Court adopt some type of 

“Roberts Rules of Order” or parliamentary procedure.  He explained that the parliamentary procedures would establish 

the procedures to be followed when conducting the Meetings and would define the motions as to their proper definition. 

Mr. Hockema commented that other Counties had not adopted “Roberts Rules of Orders”. 

Commissioner Cascos clarified that the Rules had not been formally adopted,  but that they had documented 

parliamentary procedures that defined the votes, and questioned what an “abstention” meant.   

Commissioner Valencia noted that it was his understanding that an “abstention” meant a way to remain neutral, 

and that it was how it had been used, and not as a “nay” vote. 

Judge Hinojosa stated that Commissioner Valencia had abstained when he intended to say “no”. 

Commissioner Benavides commented that according to his interpretation an “abstention” meant “no”, as far as 

how Commissioners’ Court conducted the Meetings. 

Commissioner Valencia moved that the discussion regarding the status of the Committee’s recommendation of 

“Roberts Rule of Orders” to conduct all future meetings of Commissioners’ Court, be acknowledged. 

Commissioner Garza questioned whether Legal Counsel had no opinion on the matter of adopting any kind of 

rules for conducting the meeting, formally. 
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Mr. Doug Wright, Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel, explained that it was his understanding that the Court’s 

direction was to recommend a form of “Robert’s Rules of Order” for adoption.  He explained that the matter had been 

discussed with Commissioner Cascos, and noted that he served on most Committees, and that the Court sometimes made 

decisions “totally perpendicular” to the Committee’s recommendations.   He clarified that as the Court’s Counsel, once 

they dictate or suggest particular forms of procedures to conduct their business, then they would be making policy 

decisions.  Mr. Wright noted that the basic principles upon which parliamentary law was based had been provided to the 

Court, and that if, “three of you, as a majority of the Court, decide that you want to develop rules that implement any of 

these principles, that is within your sound discretion.” 

Commissioner Garza noted that his question was, “legally, what is your advice to me, as Commissioner, on the 

policy for parliamentary procedures.”  He stressed that he did not want “procedures”, but rather recommendation from 

legal Counsel as to whether “legally” they should or should not adopt procedures. 

Mr. Wright responded that he did not think that he was in a position to advise the Court to develop rules.  He 

added that from a procedural standpoint, the Court made the decision on how the Court conducts the Court’s business.  

He noted that the Court conducted it’s business in an “open” manner and that if the complaint was that from time to time 

there was a different ruling by a majority or three (3) members of the Court, that procedure would probably continue, 

adding that the adoption of any rules would not prevent the change. 

Upon motion duly made by Commissioner Valencia that the Committee’s recommendation of “Roberts Rule of 

Orders” to conduct all future meetings of Commissioners’ Court, be acknowledged.  

The motion was seconded by Judge Hinojosa and the vote was as follows: 

AYE: Commissioner Valencia and Judge Hinojosa, 

NAY: None 

ABSTAIN: Commissioners Benavides, Cascos, and Garza. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 
 

( 4 ) APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENTS 
 

Commissioner Cascos moved that the 2001 Fiscal Year Budget Amendments No. 2001-34 be approved. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Garza and carried unanimously. 

The Budget Amendments are as follows: 
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( 5 ) IN THE MATTER REGARDING THE 

MODIFICATIONS, ADDITIONS AND/OR 
DELETIONS AT THE CAMERON COUNTY 
DETENTION FACILITY AND SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT AND ISSUES RELATED THERETO 
(TABLED) 
 

Upon motion by Commissioner Cascos, seconded by Commissioner Benavides and carried unanimously, this 

Item was TABLED. 

 
( 6 ) IN THE MATTER REGARDING CAMERON 

COUNTY AND CITIES CHALLENGING THE 
CENSUS 2000 COUNTS, AND ISSUES RELATED 
THERETO (TABLED) 
 

Upon motion by Commissioner Cascos, seconded by Commissioner Benavides and carried unanimously, this 

Item was TABLED. 

 
( 7 ) POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING COUNTY TAX 

RATE FOR THE 2000-2001 FISCAL YEAR 
 

Mr. Xavier Villarreal, Budget Officer, requested direction from the Court regarding the tax rate, and reported 

that at the effective tax rate, there would be a shortfall in the amount of $544,000.00, on the recommended budget. 

Judge Hinojosa questioned whether the short fall included the increase for the Health Insurance, and all the 

mandatory expenses. 

Mr. Villarreal responded in the affirmative, and added that he had received information that would affect the 

budget, that being that a grant that funded the salaries for five (5) Deputy Sheriffs would end March 2002, requiring an 

additional amount of $89,000.00 for a six (6) month period.  He noted that the grant for the Solid Waste Enforcement 

Program was questionable, adding that the process was competitive and that notification would not arrive until October.  

He explained that the grant required a County match, in the amount of $39,000.00 for two (2) officers and a secretary. 

Commissioner Cascos noted that there was an item regarding a four (4) year matching grant for deputies’ 

salaries and that the matching amount increased yearly, until the County paid 100%, and added that he still had some 

concerns regarding the employees insurance.   

Commissioner Garza questioned whether monies had been borrowed from the Road and Bridge Fund. 

Mr. Villarreal explained that money had not been borrowed and added that instead, the Court had decided to 

eliminate one penny off the tax rate, in order to ease the burden on the tax payers, because of the fund balance in the 

Road and Bridge Fund. 
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Commissioner Cascos clarified that the Road and Bridge Fund had absorbed the penny in order for the tax rate 

to remain at a certain level, adding that the process had affected the Surplus Fund. 

Mr. Villarreal explained that with the addition of the two (2) new positions, that the expenditures for the Road 

and Bridge Fund were $7.2 million, and the revenues were in the amount of $5.4 million, noting a short fall of $1.7 

million. 

Commissioner Garza expressed his concern as to the possible negative affects on said funds, similar to what had 

occurred with the Health Insurance fund. 

There was some discussion as to a  penny increase to the Road and Bridge Fund, the anticipated revenues from 

bond forfeitures and the suggestion was made to increase the tax rate by half a penny. 

Mr. Eddie Gonzalez, County Treasurer, reported that according to the Investment Report, the cash balance of 

Fund 15 was $3 million, and requested to be informed of changes, in order to have an accurate Quarterly Strategy Report. 

  Commissioner Garza moved that the Report regarding County Tax Rate for the 2001-2002 Fiscal Year, be  

acknowledged. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Benavides and carried unanimously. 

Judge Hinojosa clarified that the half a penny increase on the tax rate would be reviewed and presented to the 

Court the following week. 

 
( 8 ) AUTHORIZATION TO UTILIZE MOODY REVIEW 

INC. FOR INDIGENT-INPATIENT BILL AUDIT 
SERVICES 
 

Commissioner Valencia moved that the Moody Review Inc. be utilized for the Indigent-Inpatient Bill Audit 

Services. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Benavides and carried unanimously. 

The Agreement is as follows: 
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( 9 ) IN THE MATTER REGARDING APPROVAL TO 
SUBMIT A GRANT FOR $150,000.00, FOR 2001-
2002, SUPPORTING THE UNIDOS PODEMOS 
JUVENILE FORENSIC TRAINING LAB (TABLED) 
 

Judge Hinojosa expressed his concerns regarding the Unidos Podemos Program, noting that the County was 

serving as the Fiscal Agent, but the County did not administer the funds.  He stated that the Committee, consisting of 

forty (48) members administered the program, but had no formal structure, did not have a 501c3 classification, and that 

there was no system of accountability to the County. 

Mr. Mark Yates, County Auditor, noted that the Grants belonged to the County, and that the County could hire 

or terminate employees, if they so elected. 

Judge Hinojosa indicated that they were never given an opportunity to hire a director, and that approximately $3 

million in grants had been approved. 

Commissioner Cascos expressed his concerns regarding the County’s role, noting that warrants were being paid 

on their behalf, and said approval reflected the Court’s “blessings”.  He noted that rent and leases were being approved 

for the Program, and that he had no recollection as to the approval of the Contracts, and questioned the liability 

implicated. 

Commissioner Cascos moved that this Item be tabled. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Garza. 

Commissioner Valencia noted that he would support the Program, if the Court would appoint a committee of it’s 

own. 

Mr. Yates recommended that the Item be approved and that the grants be assigned to a County Department to 

administer. 

Judge Hinojosa suggested that submission of a grant of $150,000.00 for the Juvenile Forensic Training Lab 

Program be placed under the Juvenile Probation Department or their designee, which would allow them to be the 

responsible organization. 

Mr. Yates stated that if the Juvenile Probation Department became responsible for said grant; thereafter, the 

Juvenile Probation Commission should determine whether to be involved with Unidos Podemos.  

Upon motion duly made by Commissioner Cascos, seconded by Commissioner Garza and carried unanimously, 

this Item was TABLED for one (1) week. 
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( 10 ) APPROVAL TO CONTRACT WITH A 

RADIOLOGIST FOR SIX MONTHS TO READ THE 
TB CHEST X-RAY FILMS FOR THE JAIL 
INFIRMARY 
 

Ms. Yvette Salinas, Health Department, reported that the Texas Department of Health had taken the position 

that the reading of the TB chest x-rays was a function of the jail facility and not the TB physician.  She explained that the 

physician would continue to oversee the active or suspect cases, adding that the routine TB chest X-ray readings would 

need to be done by another radiologist.  

Commissioner Cascos moved that the Contract with a Radiologist, to read the TB chest x-ray films for the jail 

infirmary, be approved for six (6) months. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Garza and carried unanimously. 

 
( 11) IN THE MATTER REGARDING AN  INTERLOCAL 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN CAMERON COUNTY 
AND THE CITY OF PORT ISABEL CONCERNING 
EXPANSION OF THE PORT ISABEL 
CEMETERY(TABLED) 
  

Mr. Silvestre Garcia, County Judge’s Office, explained that the City of Port Isabel was expanding the City 

Cemetery, and had requested to enter into an Interlocal Agreement to utilize Road and Bridge equipment and personnel in 

the expansion. 

Mr. Doug Wright, Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel, clarified that the County was specifically prohibited 

from being involved with cemeteries, except with those that were created before 1976, with the exception of doing so for 

historical purposes. 

Commissioner Benavides moved that this Item be tabled. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Valencia. 

At this time, Commissioner Garza questioned whether the City of Port Isabel was willing to reimbursed the 

County for the services. 

Mr. Garcia clarified that the process requested was the same as the assistance provided to other small cities, with 

the County providing the equipment. 

Upon motion duly made by Commissioner Benavides, seconded by Commissioner Valencia and carried 

unanimously, this Item was TABLED. 
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( 12 ) AUTHORIZATION FOR THE CAMERON COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT TO CLOSE LOOP 
ROAD OFF OF TED HUNT ROAD 
 

Captain Robert Lopez, Sheriff’s Office, addressed the Court regarding the safety hazard at Ted Hunt Road with 

the school buses utilizing the severely deteriorated bridge, and recommended that it be temporarily closed, until the 

matter of ownership was determined. 

 Mr. Juan Bernal, County Engineer-Public Works Director, explained the seriousness of the matter, noting it was 

a public dedicated road, and added that the Sheriff’s Department had been contacted due to the public safety issue. 

Mr. Doug Wright, Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel, noted that there was a provision under Texas Law to 

prosecute a responsible party for damages, and suggested that the District Attorney be requested to determine if there was 

a responsible party.  

Mr. Bernal stated that a pipe line located under the road had become eroded with time, adding that additional 

damage had occurred with the recent rains. 

Mr. Wright recommended temporary action of the placement of barricades for a limited period of time, and that 

the District Attorney contact the responsible parties. 

Mr. Frank Martinez, District Attorney’s Office, requested a memo from Mr. Bernal’s Office regarding the 

details of the issue. 

Commissioner Garza stated that the homeowners were the only users of the road, and noted that the Irrigation 

District was the primary user of the loop and questioned whether the issue had been brought to their attention. 

Mr. Bernal responded that his foreman had addressed the matter with Mr. Gordon Hill, Irrigation District 

Manager, and noted that they were reluctant to take action. 

Deputy Constable Albert Cavazos, Precinct No. 6, confirmed the seriousness of the issue, and described the road 

as a single lane, gravel road and noted the danger increased at night time. 

Judge Hinojosa recommended that Mr. Bernal be instructed to send a memo to the District Attorney’s Office, 

that temporary barricades be placed for ninety (90) days, and that the residents be informed that the County would not 

take responsibility for the safety hazard. 

Commissioner Garza moved that the barricades be placed for a period of ninety (90) days on Loop Road off of 

Ted Hunt Road. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Valencia and carried unanimously. 
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( 13 ) APPROVAL TO AMEND CONTRACT WITH MATA 

VILLARREAL FOR THE EXPANSION OF 
RESTROOMS AT THE JUVENILE JUSTICE 
ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAM IN SAN 
BENITO 
 

Upon motion by Commissioner Cascos, seconded by Commissioner Benavides and carried unanimously, the 

Amendment to the Contract with Mata Villarreal, Mc Allen, Texas, for the expansion of restrooms at the Juvenile Justice 

Alternative Education Program in San Benito, was approved. 

 
( 14 ) IN THE MATTER REGARDING THE CLEAN UP OF 

THE MAIN DRAINAGE DITCH BEHIND FLORIDA 
ROAD BRIDGE (TABLED) 
 

 Mr. Juan Bernal, County Engineer-Public Works Director, presented a letter from Mr. Joe Barrera, Brownsville 

Irrigation District, reporting that the drainage ditch was in need of maintenance, adding that with the heavy rains it could 

overflow.  He stated that the ditch had belonged to Drainage District No. 2, which no longer existed. 

Mr. Doug Wright, Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel, addressed the possible conflict regarding the 

trespassing issues. 

Judge Hinojosa recommended that the ditch be cleaned up to prevent flooding. 

At this time, there was discussion regarding abandoned drainage ditches, the actual owners and responsible 

parties, the responsibility for the maintenance, and the need to clean the ditches to prevent flooding of the communities. 

Commissioner Cascos moved that the Item be tabled for one (1) week. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Valencia. 

Mr. Bernal explained that the ditch in question was the main ditch that carried water from the Brownsville 

Southmost area and the County, into the Port of Brownsville, adding that if not addressed properly the problem would 

persist. 

Upon motion duly made by Commissioner Cascos, seconded by Commissioner Valencia and carried 

unanimously, this Item was TABLED for one (1) week.      
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( 15 ) AUTHORIZATION OF CHANGE ORDER NO. 3, TO 

THE CONTINGENCY FUND FOR THE ADULT 
PROBATION PROJECT 
 

 Mr. Juan Bernal, County Engineer-Public Works Director, stated that the matter was regarding an upgrade to 

the Adult Probation Project. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Valencia, seconded by Commissioner Cascos and carried unanimously, the 

Change Order No. 3, to the Contingency Fund for the Adult Probation Project, was approved. 

The Change Order is as follows: 
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( 16 ) APPROVAL OF MOBILE PHONE AND SERVICE 
FOR THE GIS COORDINATOR 
 

Commissioner Valencia moved that the mobile phone and service for the GIS Coordinator be approved. 
 
Commissioner Cascos clarified that the plan consisted of 1,500 sharing minutes for $9.95 per month.

 Upon motion duly made by Commissioner Valencia, seconded by Commissioner Benavides and carried 

unanimously, the mobile phone and service for the GIS Coordinator was approved. 

 
( 17 ) AUTHORIZATION TO UTILIZE THE 

HOUSTON/GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL OF 
GOVERNMENTS INTERLOCAL PURCHASING 
AGREEMENT TO PURCHASE TWO (2) FIFTEEN 
(15) PASSENGER BANS FOR THE RESTITUTION 
CENTER 
 

Commissioner Garza moved that the Houston/Galveston Area Council of Governments Interlocal Purchasing 

Agreement be utilized to purchase two (2) fifteen (15) passenger vans for the Restitution Center. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Valencia and carried unanimously, 

 
( 18 ) AUTHORIZATION TO UTILIZE THE REGION IV 

TEXAS COOPERATIVE PURCHASING NETWORK 
AGREEMENT TO PURCHASE FURNITURE FOR 
THE NEW ADULT PROBATION OFFICE 
 

Commissioner Garza moved that the Region IV Texas Cooperative Purchasing Network Agreement be utilized 

to purchase furniture for the new Adult Probation Office. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Cascos and carried unanimously. 

 
( 19 ) APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

CAMERON COUNTY AND LAMB AND LERCH 
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ON FILING AN 
APPLICATION WITH THE FOREIGN TRADE 
ZONE BOARD FOR EXPANSION OF FTZ NO. 62 
TO THE FREE TRADE COMMERCE CENTER AT 
LOS INDIOS 
 

Commissioner Garza moved that the Agreement between Cameron County and the firm of LAMB and LERCH, 

for professional services on filing an Application with the Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) Board for expansion of FTZ No. 

62, to the Free Trade Commerce Center at Los Indios, be approved. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Benavides. 

Commissioner Garza questioned the anticipated cost for the total project and whether it would be shared by the 

three (3) entities. 
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 Mr. Pete Sepulveda, International Bridge System Director, responded that the cost would be $20,000.00 and 

that Cameron County would be responsible for 50%, Harlingen 25% and San Benito 25% of the cost. 

Upon motion duly made by Commissioner Garza, seconded by Commissioner Benavides and carried 

unanimously, the Agreement between Cameron County and the firm of LAMB and LERCH, for professional services on 

filing an application with the Foreign Trade Zone Board (FTZ) for expansion of FTZ No. 62, to the Free Trade 

Commerce Center at Los Indios and the modifications, were approved. 

The Agreement was as follows: 
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( 20 ) AUTHORIZATION FOR THE SHERIFF’S 

DEPARTMENT TO APPLY TO THE U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE COMMUNITY 
ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES  (COPS) 
DIVISION FOR A UNIVERSAL HIRING PROGRAM 
GRANT APPLICATION AND DESIGNATION OF 
FUNDING SOURCE FOR REQUIRED MATCH 
 

Commissioner Garza moved that the Sheriff’s Department be authorized to apply to the U.S. Department of 

Justice Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Division for a universal hiring Program Grant Application and 

designation of funding source for required match. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Benavides and carried unanimously. 

The Application is as follows: 
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( 21 ) APPROVAL FOR RESERVE DEPUTY ROBERT 
DAVID JOHNSON, CONSTABLE PRECINCT NO.6 
 

Upon motion by Commissioner Benavides, seconded by Commissioner Cascos and carried unanimously, the 

appointment of Reserve Deputy Robert David Johnson, Constable Precinct No. 6, was approved. 

 
CONSENT ITEMS 

 
ALL ITEMS UNDER THE CONSENT AGENDA ARE HEARD COLLECTIVELY UNLESS OPPOSITION IS 
PRESENTED, IN WHICH CASE THE CONTESTED ITEM WILL BE CONSIDERED, DISCUSSED, AND 
APPROPRIATE ACTION TAKEN SEPARATELY. 
 

At this time, Mr. Dagoberto Barrera, Brownsville resident, requested clarification regarding the action taken 

regarding to the tax rate item. 

Judge Hinojosa explained that the matter was discussed and that there might be a need to raise half a cent for the 

Road and Bridge Budget, but it would not increase the rate. 

Commissioner Benavides moved that the “Consent” Agenda Items be approved as follows:  

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Valencia. 

DISCUSSION CONCERNING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 

ITEM No. 35b: Commissioner Cascos question the travel item. 
Mr. Xavier Villarreal, Budget Officer, explained that it was a Management 
Certification Course. 
Mr. Manuel Villarreal, Personnel Director, stated it was open to all departments. 

ITEM No. 35c:  Commissioner Cascos questioned the purpose of the travel. 
Mr. Pete Sepulveda, International Bridge System Director, stated it was for 
economic development and to  lure commercial traffic from the interior of Mexico. 
Commissioner Cascos questioned what had been done in the past, being that it was 
the first Annual Conference. 
Mr. Sepulveda stated that minimal work had been done with the Cities of Harlingen 
and Brownsville and the Chamber of Commerce. 

 
Upon motion duly made by Commissioner Benavides, seconded by Commissioner Valencia and carried 

unanimously, Consent Item No. 24 was amended to read “honoring Mr. Donald Joseph Ted Gray” and the “Consent” 

Agenda Items were approved as follows: 

  AYE:           Commissioners Benavides, Cascos, Garza and Valencia 

NAY:          None 

ABSTAIN:    Judge Hinojosa as to Laguna Madre Water District, Warrant No.00061419 in the 
amount of $27,851.98. 

 
( 22 ) Approval of County Claims;  

The Affidavit follows: 
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( 23 ) Approval of Minutes: 
a) August 7, 2001-Regular Meeting; 
 

( 24 ) Adoption of a Resolution honoring Mr. Ted Gray on the occasion of his Retirement from the 
United States Probation Office; 
The Resolution is as follows: 

 
( 25 ) Adoption of a Resolution to amend the signature requirement on two (2) of the District 

Clerk’s Accounts with Lone Star National Bank; 
The Resolution is as follows: 

 
( 26 ) Approval of Contract (renewal) between Cameron County and Mr. Nathaniel C. Perez, to 

provide legal representation to the Indigent defendants to the 107th District Court; 
The Contract follows: 

 
( 27 ) Consideration and approval of Contract (renewal) between Cameron County and Texas 

Department of Health to provide Women, Infant and Children (WIC) Program Services; 
The Contract follows: 

 
( 28 ) Appointment of Ms. Maria Barrera to the Board of the Cameron County Housing Authority 

as Resident Commissioner; 
 

( 29 ) Authorization to accept Calle Contento, Calle Feliz, Calle Buena Aventura located in the 
Valle Alegre Section II Subdivision, Precinct No. 3, into the County Road System; 

 
( 30 ) Approval of Evaluation Committee for Café Food Concession - Courthouse Request for 

Proposal (RFP) No. 1304-010901;  
Mr. Joseph Ardito, Property/Airport Manager, 
Mr. Remi Garza, Administrator Assistant, 
Mr. Mike Forbes, Purchasing Agent, and  
Mr. Gilbert Escamilla, Food Service Supervisor, Juvenile Department. 

 
( 31 ) Authorization to award the following bids/proposal for Safety Supplies: 

a) Safety Supplies 
Valley Safety, Corpus Christi, Texas. 
Total - Category:   

A - $5,049.00 
B -    $235.30 
C - $2,834.30 
D - $1,164.00 
E - $1,527.00 
F  -$2,852.00 
G -$3,456.50 
H - $2,240.00 
I   - $2,327.00   
J   -   $256.00 
K -    $779.29   
L -  $2,580.25 
M - $6,806.62 

           Total Price- $32,107.36 
 

( 32 ) Approval of requested participants in the Texas Conference of Urban Counties - Texas CUC 
Aggregation Project; 
a) Commissioner Valencia, Precinct No. 4; and 
b) Mr. Roger Ortiz, Maintenance Supervisor. 

 
( 33 ) Authorization to open bids/proposal for the following: 

a) Pick-Up Trucks (4); 
b) Termite treatment - Dancy Building RFP No. 010701; and 
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c) Third Party Administration for Section IRC 125 and Flexible Spending 
Account Specifications- RFP No. 010702. 

The Tabulation follows: 
 

( 34 ) Final approval: 
a) Precinct No. 4 - Aloe Vera Subdivision Section I - Being 56.840 acres of land, 

out of all of Blocks Nos. 263, 262, 265 and most southerly 1.018 
acres out of Block No. 264, of the Adams Garden Subdivision, as 
recorded in Volume No. 10, Page No. 3, of the Cameron County, 
Texas, Map Records; and 

 
b) Precinct No. 4 - North Pomelo Subdivision - A 61.976 acre tract of land, more or 

less, consisting of being all of Blocks Nos. 1, 2, and 3, East of 
Pomelo Subdivision, according to Volume No. 9, Page No. 60, 
Map Records of Cameron County, and all of Blocks Nos. 4 and 
6, Pomelo Subdivision. 

   
TRAVEL ITEMS 

 
( 35 ) AUTHORIZATION TO TRAVEL/OR APPROVAL OF TRAVEL EXPENSE FOR THE FOLLOWING 
(PLEASE NOTE: TRAVEL REQUESTS ARE SUBJECT TO ALL APPLICABLE COUNTY POLICIES):  
 

a ) Jail Administrator, eight (8) jail officers, and two (2) infirmary employees to visit the “Collin 
County Jail”, in McKinney, Texas, September 10-13, 2001; 

 
b) International Bridge System Manager and Supervisor to attend the “Certificate Program in 

Management Course”, in Harlingen, Texas, September 5, 12, 19, 26, 2001; 
 
c) International Bridge System Director to attend the “First Annual Accord of the States of the 

Gulf of Mexico Business Expo”, in Veracruz, Mexico, September 26-29, 2001; 
 
d) Three (3) County Drug Enforcement Task Force Agents to attend the “Annual Grant 

Management Workshop”, in New Braunfels, Texas, September 17-19, 2001; 
 
e) Three (3) Assistant Attorneys to attend the “TDCAA Summer Regional Seminar”, in 

Edinburg, Texas, September 6, 2001; 
 
f) Two (2) Assistant Attorneys to attend the “Criminal and Civic Law Update”, in Galveston, 

Texas, September 25-28, 2001; 
 
g) Veterans Service Officer to attend the “54th Annual Statewide Conference for Veterans 

Service Officers”, in Dallas, Texas, September 24-25, 2001; 
 
h) Personnel Employee to attend the “Certificate Program Management Course”, in Harlingen, 

Texas, September 2, 12, 29, and 26, 2001; 
 
i) County Court at Law No. 3 Administrator, Court Coordinator and Court Clerk, to attend the 

“25th Annual Education Conference”, in San Antonio, Texas, October 23-26, 2001; and 
 
j) Chief Juvenile Probation Officer to attend the “Grant Meeting with Texas Tropical MHMR”, 

in Edinburg, Texas, August 13, 2001. 
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( 22 )     Approval of County Claims. 

 The Affidavit follows: 
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( 24 ) Adoption of a Resolution honoring Mr. Ted Gray on the occasion of his Retirement 
from the United States Probation Office. 
The Resolution is as follows: 
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( 25 ) Adoption of a Resolution to amend the signature requirement on two (2) of the 
District Clerk’s Accounts with Lone Star National Bank. 
The Resolution is as follows: 
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( 26 ) Approval of Contract (renewal) between Cameron County and Mr. Nathaniel C. 
Perez, to provide legal representation to the Indigent defendants to the 107th District 
Court. 
The Contract is as follows: 
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( 27 ) Consideration and approval of Contract (renewal) between Cameron County and 
Texas Department of Health to provide Women, Infant and Children (WIC) 
Program Services. 
The Contract is as follows: 
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( 31 ) Authorization to award the following bids/proposal: 
a) Safety Supplies - Annual Bid No. 2600. 

Valley Safety, Corpus Christi, Texas. 
The Tabulation follows: 
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( 33 ) Authorization to open bids/proposal for the following: 
a) Pick-Up Trucks (4); 
b) Termite treatment - Dancy Building RFP No. 010701; and 
c) Third Party Administration for Section IRC 125 and Flexible Spending 

Account Specifications- RFP No. 010702. 
The Tabulation follows: 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
( 36 ) EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Garza, seconded by Commissioner Benavides and carried unanimously, the 

Court met in Executive Session at 7:52 P.M. to discuss the following matters: 

a) Confer with Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel concerning U. S.  Department of Labor 
claim for Tax Assessor-Collector overtime compensation and authorization of claim 
settlement; pursuant to Vernon Texas Code Annotated (V.T.C.A.), Government Code, 
Section 551.071; 

 
b) Confer with Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel concerning the case styled Mr. Jorge 

Vallejo versus Cameron County, No. 2000-11-004512-B, in the 138th District Court-
Brownsville, for discussion and mediation authorization; pursuant to Vernon Texas Code 
Annotated (V.T.C.A.), Government Code, Section 551.072; 

 
c) Confer with Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel concerning the case styled Mr. Luis 

Hernandez versus Cameron County, No. 2000-01-00093, in the 404th District Court, for 
discussion and authorization for settlement; pursuant to Vernon Texas Code Annotated 
(V.T.C.A.), Government Code, Section551.071; 

 
d) Confer with Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel concerning request for Attorney General’s 

opinion by County Attorney concerning selection of Depository Bank; pursuant to Vernon 
Texas Code Annotated (V.T.C.A.), Government Code, Section 551.0071 (1) and 551.071 
(2); and 

 
e) Deliberation regarding real property concerning the possible development of a 9. acre and 30 

acre tract of public land owned by Cameron County and located on South Padre Island; and 
the Request for Proposal (RFP) No. 010713; pursuant to Vernon Texas Code Annotated 
(V.T.C.A.), Government Code, Section 551.0072. 

 
Upon motion by Commissioner Cascos, seconded by Commissioner Benavides and carried unanimously, the 

Court reconvened in Regular Session at 8:19 P.M.  

 
 

( 37 ) ACTION RELATIVE TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

a) Confer with Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel concerning U.S.  Department of 
Labor Claim for Tax Assessor-Collector Overtime Compensation and Authorization of 
Claim Settlement. 

 
Commissioner Cascos moved that Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel be authorized to negotiate a settlement 

regarding the U. S. Department of Labor claim for the Tax Assessor-Collector’s overtime compensation.  

  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Garza and carried unanimously. 
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b) Confer with Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel concerning the case styled Mr. Jorge 

Vallejo versus Cameron County, No. 2000-11-004512-B, in the 138th District Court-
Brownsville, for discussion and mediation authorization. 

 
Commissioner Cascos moved that Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel be authorized to make a settlement  for 

purposes of mediation concerning the case styled Mr. Jorge Vallejo vs. Cameron County, Cause No. 2000-11-004512-B, 

in the 138th District Court - Brownsville.   

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Benavides and carried unanimously. 

 
c) Confer with Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel concerning the case styled Mr. Luis 

Hernandez versus Cameron County, No. 2000-01-00093, in the 404th District Court, for 
discussion and authorization for settlement.  

 
Upon motion by Commissioner 

Benavides, seconded by Commissioner Garza and carried unanimously, the  Law Firm of Charles Willett, Attorney at 
Law, was authorized to make a settlement offer regarding the case styled Mr. Luis Hernandez versus Cameron County, 
No. 2000-01-00093, in the 404th District Court. 

 
 

d) Confer with Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel concerning request for Attorney 
General’s opinion by County Attorney concerning selection of Depository Bank 

 
Commissioner Cascos moved that Commissioners’ Court Legal Counsel be authorized to prepare a response as 

discussed in Executive Session, regarding the request for an Attorney General’s opinion by County Attorney concerning 

the selection of Depository Bank. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Benavides and carried unanimously. 

 
e) Deliberation regarding real property concerning the possible development of a 9. acre 

and 30 acre tract of public land owned by Cameron County and located on South 
Padre Island, Request for Proposal (RFP) No. 010713 

 
Commissioner Garza moved that the Status Report by Property Manager, concerning the possible development 

of a 9. Acre and .30 acre tract of public land owned by Cameron County and located on South Padre Island, Request for 

Proposal (RFP) No. 010713, be acknowledged. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Benavides and carried unanimously. 
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There being no further business to come before the Court, upon motion by Commissioner Garza, seconded by 

Commissioner Benavides and carried unanimously, the meeting was ADJOURNED at 8:32  P. M. 

   

APPROVED this 25th  day of September, 2001.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

                                
       GILBERTO HINOJOSA 

      COUNTY JUDGE 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
                                                                                            
JOE G. RIVERA 
COUNTY CLERK AND EX-OFFICIO CLERK 
OF THE COMMISSIONERS' COURT OF  
CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS. 
 


