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The South Texas Ecotourism Center is a Cameron County operated nature museum and information center dedi-

cated to the education and preservation of South Texas and the Rio Grande Valley’s six ecosystems.  The Center 

offers outdoor exhibits with interpretive panels with QR codes, sculpture of native animals, over 48,000 native 

plants, a look out pavilion with two telescopes and binoculars to view the wildlife at the Center and at the Bahia 

Grande Unit of the Laguna Atascosa Wildlife Refuge. The Center has brochures on south Texas and Valley nature 

centers and parks. The Center is located at 501 State Highway 100 in Laguna Vista, Texas.  Open 7 days a week 

from 8 am to 5 pm. Free Admission.  (956) 772-0210.  
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Looking Back at 2023   
The year 2023 was great for South Texas Ecotour-

ism Center.   Attendance doubled from the previ-

ous year and our educational programs increased.   

We  introduced hands on educational seminars for 

both children and adults.  We included more sea-

sonal events and participated with more outreach 

programs to promote our Center. We included a 

Spring Break camp and expanded our Speaker Se-

ries.  More of the STEC interpretive features were 

completed and more animal sculptures added. In 

this Winter 2024 Edition, we will go back and 

share the programs and events we presented in 

2023. We wish everyone a healthy and happy New 

Year and look forward to what 2024 has in store 

for the South Texas Ecotourism Center.  
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2023: Educational & Seasonal Events   
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Event Calendar -   January to March 2024 

January 25:  Speaker Series: Chery Brummett,  Photographer, Conservationist, and Texas Master Naturalist. RGV  

Pollinator  5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

February  9, 10, 11: WOWE  SPI Birding Center STEC Outreach Information Booth. 9:00 a.m  to 4:00 p.m. 

February  10  - 17  Valentine Hands on Project  at STEC Educational  Lab. Valentine Bird Feeders.  Free 8 am to 5 pm. 

February 24: Winter Texas Appreciation Day, Movie, Popcorn and Hands on Activity.  All day. 

February 24:  “Deep in the Heart” showing of film sponsored by the Laguna Atascosa Refuge at the STEC. Free.  2 p.m. 

March 11—14:  Spring Break Camp for ages  7—11. 9:00 a.m.—12:00  p.m. $50 per child. 

March 14:  Speaker Series:  “Ocelot Conservation Lecture,” Dr. Shari Wilcox and Associates  5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Free 

March 21:  Speaker Series: “Cochineal”  Camille Rich, Texas Master Naturalist and rancher. 5:30  p.m.to 7 p.m.  Free 

March 31:  Easter Craft -  All Day—Free.. 

April 18: : Speakers Series: Marilyn Lorenz – “Bird Migration”  5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Free 

April  22:  Celebrating Earth Day . All day volunteer and  work  on the gardens. 

May 3:  Cinco De Mayo Celebration  - food ,music and activities  6:00  p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 

May 12:  Mother’s Day celebration. 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Free 

June 3 to June 27:  STEC Summer Camp  ages 7 to 11   9:00 a.m. to Noon.  $ 150 per student. 

July 20:  Moth  Week—July 20 to 28.  Evening  event on the 20th.  6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 

October 31 : STEC Halloween Festival 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

October 5:  Participating with the SPI Birding Center Monarch Festival. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

November 11 & 12:  Participating with an educational booth at the Worlds Birding Festival in Harlingen. 

 December 7:  STEC Christmas Event 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 

FILM: 

Every Tuesday 11:00 a.m. to 1 :00 p.m.:  Film and a Picnic. Bring your Lunch and watch a film on a South Texas Nature or  

Wildlife Center.  Free. 

TMN BOOK CLUB: 

Every  Third Tuesday  12:00 noon  to  1:00  p.m. Texas Master Naturalist Book Club meeting when space is available. . 

FREE HEALTH CLASSES: 

University of Houston & Tu Salud Si Cuenta Health Classes –  

Yoga & Meditation:    Monday and Wednesday 10 :00 a.m. to 11 :00 a.m.  

Exercise & Muscle  Tone:   Tuesday and Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

FREE COFFEE : 

Everyday 9:00 to 11:00 am.  Breakfast with the Birds.   Enjoy your  coffee  while listening and observing the native birds. Free.  

Be sure to log on to our Webpage:  www.stec-lv.org    
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Sign Up to Volunteer at the STEC!  

 We welcome and appreciate volunteers 

at the STEC.  We have volunteer opportu-

nities for welcoming the public, working 

in the gardens and exhibits, school tours, 

and during special events.   Hours are 

flexible. We are open 7 days a week from 

8 am to 5 pm. Call (956) 772-0210 for 

more information and to sign up.  

Visitors  are always asking where they can purchase native plants in the Valley. Below is 

a list of nurseries located  in the Valley.   

Where to purchase Native Plants in the Valley!  



Schedule Your School and Organizations Tours Now  

We recommend  that you start scheduling your classes or organizations for touring the South 

Texas Ecotourism Center at least two weeks prior to your touring date. Please call (956) 772-

0210 to reserve your date. Tours are free and last up to one and a half hours depending on 

the size of the group.  If you would like to have your lunch at the Center, we have a multipur-

pose room that can accommodate 60 people to eat comfortably. Please let us know at the 

time of your scheduling if you need to use the multipurpose room.  We will divide the stu-

dents up depending on the size of the group and one group will view the short film, the oth-

ers tour the educational lab and the rest divided throughout the Center’s exhibits. 

Look out boardwalk. Multipurpose Room. Outdoor Classroom 
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Plan your  Special Occasion at the STEC 

Beautiful , Unique and 

Affordable Venue! 

• WEDDINGS 

• BIRTHDAY PARTIES  

• ANNIVERSARIES 

• GRADUATION PARTIES 

• CORPORATE MEETINGS 

• ANNUAL MEETINGS 

• CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

• BUSINESS MEETINGS 

• ENGAGEMENTS 

 

Group Size:  Multipurpose Room: 60   Amphitheater : 150  Outdoor Classroom: 46    Bird Archway: 10  Viewing Boardwalk Outlook 20 
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22-Jan 22-Feb 22-Mar 1-Apr 22-May 22-Jun 22-Jul 22-Aug 22-Sep 22-Oct 22-Nov 22-Dec  Total 

1559 2240 2024 2189 1499 1500 1055 1070 1102 1792 1951 2087  20068 

               

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

STEC Visitor Attendance More than Doubles in 2023 

Attendance for the South Texas Ecotourism Center more than doubled in 2023 

compared to 2022. The Center opened up on February 22, 2022.   The count 

for 2022 was 8,023 and for 2023 was 20,068.  We figured the increase was a 

result of  all the promotions, programs and events  the STEC had in 2023.  We 

look forward for our attendance increasing  in the coming years.  

2022 

2023 

22-Jan 22-Feb 22-Mar 22-Apr 22-May 22-Jun 22-Jul 22-Aug 22-Sep 22-Oct 22-Nov 22-Dec  Total  

 
 500 752 1063 757 714 582 794 487 407 521 751 1193  8021  

 
               

               

               

               

               
               
               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               



STEC Newsletter  
Page 8 

The STEC has visitors from all over the world including Germany, Italy, France, 

Slavia, Australia,  South Korea, Paraguay (South America),  Mexico,  Canada,  and 

from all 50 states in the United States. 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=17ZpqsAdT03VADr_U00-9thRGhoUzfr8&usp=sharing  

STEC Visitors from around the World 

 

    

STEC Staff: 
Edward P. Meza, Director 

Mary Shannon McGinley– White,  Ecotourism 

Specialist/Educator 

Pablo Medrano,  Office Specialist/ Educator 

Jose Angel Martinez,  

Maintenance Specialist/Educator 

Roman C. Martinez 

Maintenance Worker 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=17ZpqsAdT03VADr_U00-9thRGhoUzfr8&usp=sharing


2024  Events: 
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2024  Events: 
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Yoga & Meditation - Mondays and Wednesdays  

10 am to 11 am 

Strength & Toning Tuesdays and Thursdays  

10am to 11 am 

Sponsored by “Tu Salud Si Cuenta” UTHealth Hou-

ston School of Pubic Health.  Free to the Public 

FREE HEALTH CLASSES AT THE STEC 
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Images of the STEC 

STEC Newsletter  Photos: Leonard Waldorf, STEC Volunteer 
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Educational Lab of the STEC 

WEBPAGE: 

Www.stec-lv.org 

Our educational lab is used for classes, hands on activities and includes displays, an aquarium and 

microscopes for visitors to use. 


