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The South Texas Ecotourism Center is a Cameron County operated nature museum and information center 

dedicated to the education and preservation of South Texas and the Rio Grande Valley six ecosystems.  The Center 

offers outdoor exhibits with interpretive panels with QR codes, sculpture of native animals, over 48,000 native 

plants, a look out pavilion with two telescopes and binoculars to view the wildlife at the Center and at the Bahia 

Grande Unit of the Laguna Atascosa Wildlife Refuge. The Center has brochures on south Texas and Valley nature 

centers and parks. The Center is located at 501 State Highway 100 in Laguna Vista, Texas.  Open 7 days a week 

from 8 am to 5 pm. Free Admission.  (956) 772-0210. 
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The South Texas Ecotourism Center celebrated 

its first-year anniversary on Saturday, February 

25th 2023 with “Films, Popcorn & Nature”.  

Various documentaries including “Deep in the 

Heart” and “The Bahia Grande” were shown as 

well as an educational booth from Laguna 

Atascosa Wildlife Refuge, and a native plant 

sale by the Laguna Madre Museum 

Foundation and Driftwood Garden Club.  The 

STEC Educational Lab offered hands-on 

activities for the kids and visitors toured the 

Center.  Popcorn was served and Tacos by 

Pelon was a hit with the patrons. It was an 

overall success with over 200 people stopping 

by to participate.  The Center opened on 

February 22, 2022. 
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STEC Speakers Series 
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Our popular STEC Speakers Series was created in the Fall of 

2022. Speakers presented a variety of nature related topics 

such as bird migrations, floating gardens and light pollution. 

Our Spring Speaker Series again brings you a diverse array of 

experienced professionals in the field with topics that are 

important to our ecology in the area.  Bringing educational 

programs about preservation and appreciation of our diverse 

ecosystems in South Texas and the Rio Grande Valley is one 

of the goals of the South Texas Ecotourism Center.  The 

presentations are on Thursdays in March and April from 5:30 

to 7:30 p.m.  Free Admission.  Refreshments served. 

Elena Flores            Photo Credit: Sharon 

McGinley 
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STEC Spring Break Camp a Success 
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Our STEC Ecosystem Specialist/ Educator 

Mary Shannon McGinley—White has come 

up with some wonderful educational 

programs for this year.  One of the 

programs was the STEC Spring Break Camp.  

The camp included four days of hands on 

educational programs that covered the 

ecosystems presented at the Center. 

Students enjoyed the lessons, walking 

tours, outdoor projects and indoor games 

and crafts. The students. ages 6 to 11 were 

introduced into nature and all that it offers.  

Students were given a notebook to 

document what they learned and observed.  

We thank volunteers Sharon McGinley, 

Misty Ponder and Alicia Cavazos who 

helped with the camp.  Certificates were 

given out to all the students and volunteers 

who participated in the camp.  Look for the 

Summer Camp Flyer in this Newsletter. 

Photo Credit:  Misty Ponder 
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Staying Healthy at the STEC 

 The South Texas Ecotourism Center has partnered with “Tu 

Salud Si Quenta”, a community health program sponsored  

by the UTHealth Houston School of Public Health that 

presents free health and exercise classes for the public. The 

classes are presented  by Martha Campos, Exercise 

Instructor and overseen by Cecilia Zamora, Community 

Health Worker. The surrounding beauty of the STEC is ideal 

for yoga and meditation classes as well as strength and 

toning instruction. Classes are presented at different areas 

of the Center including the side portico, look out bridge, 

amphitheater, bird blinds, and outdoor classroom.  Classes 

are presented at 10 a.m. Mondays  and Wednesdays for 

meditation and yoga and Tuesdays and Thursdays for 

strength and toning. To participate show up at these times 

with an exercise pad, exercise clothes, towel and water. 

 
 Photo credits: Martha 

Campos 
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STEC Staff and Volunteers to receive their Texas Master Naturalist Certifications 
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Mary Shannon McGinley—White 

STEC   Ecosystem   Specialist 

Educator 

Pablo Medrano 

STEC Ecosystem Specialist 

Educator 

Sharon McGinley  

STEC Volunteer 

 
One of the world’s most popular nature apps, iNaturalist helps you 

identify the plants and animals around you. Get connected with a 

community of over a million scientists and naturalists who can help 

you learn more about nature! What’s more, by recording and sharing 

your observations, you’ll create research quality data for scientists 

working to better understand and protect nature. iNaturalist is a 

joint initiative by the California Academy of Sciences and the National 

Geographic Society.  Www.inaturalist.org  

Mary Shannon McGinley-White and Pablo Medrano both Ecosystem Specialists and Educators for the Center 

as well as Volunteer Sharon McGinley are participating in the 2023 Class of the Texas Master Naturalists. 

Director Edward Meza was certified last year as a Texas Master Naturalist and new STEC Volunteers Susan 

Manning and Jody Nelsen are also participating in the TMN 2023 Class. 

The Texas Master Naturalist Program’s mission is to develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide 

education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural 

areas within their communities for the State of Texas. Many communities and organizations rely on such 

citizen volunteers for implementing youth education programs, for operating parks, nature centers, and 

natural areas; and for providing leadership in local natural resource conservation efforts.   

https://www.calacademy.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/


 

  

STEC Receives Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Seed Grant 

Schedule Your School and Organization Tours Now 

Sign up to Volunteer at the STEC! 
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The South Texas Ecotourism Center received a grant 

from the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center Seed 

Grant.  The Seed Grant was established for communities 

to grow more wildflowers in their area.  Our project will 

include a 500 square foot section of the center to be 

made into a wildflower garden. We will be having the 

students from our Summer Camp program to be 

involved with the creation and planting of this garden 

which was a requirement of the grant to have youth 

involved.  We will be receiving a $100 gift certificate to 

be used at the Native American Seed Company.      

We recommend that you start scheduling 

your classes or organizations for touring the 

South Texas Ecotourism Center at least two 

weeks prior to your touring date.  Please call 

(956) 772-0210.  Tours are free and last up to 

one and a half hours depending on the size 

of the group.  If you would like to have your 

lunch at the Center, we have a multipurpose 

room that can accommodate 70 people to 

eat comfortably. Please let us know at the 

time of your scheduling if you need to use 

the multipurpose room. We will divide the 

students depending on the size of the group 

and one group will see the short film, the 

others tour the educational lab and the rest  

divided throughout the Center's exhibits. 

We welcome and appreciate volunteers at the STEC.  We have volunteer opportunities for welcoming the 

public, working in the gardens and exhibits, school tours, and during special events.   Hours are flexible. We 

are open 7 days a week from 8 am to 5 pm. Call (956) 772-0210 for more information and to sign up. 



 

  

Rentals at the STEC 

Have your next event, engagement proposal, wedding, graduation party, or corporate meeting at the 

STEC.  We have affordable rental fees for groups up to 70 in the multipurpose room to up to 150 at the 

amphitheater. Other areas to rent at the STEC are the Bird Blinds, the Look Out Pavilion, and Outdoor 

Classroom.  Pick up a rental fee contract at the STEC, download from our website www.stec-lv.org, or 

email edward.meza@co.cameron.tx.us for a copy.                      Photo Credits: Oscar Del Abra, Edward Meza 
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STEC STAFF:    Edward Meza, Director     

  Jeremy Christensen, Office Specialist 

  Mary Shannon McGinley—White , Ecosystem Specialist/Educator 

  Pablo Medrano,  Ecosystem Specialist /Educator 

  Jose Angel Martinez,  Maintenance Specialist 

  

  


